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A Summary deciſion of the 
Controverſies between the 


Church of Rome, and the 
Reformed Church. 
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1 Containing the Cauſes, and Rea- 

| ſons which moved the ſaid onginer 

to foregoe the Roman Church, and 

to-join with the Reformed Church. 
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| T he Epiſtle Dedicatory 


to _ of the Roman 
' Church in'the Town. 
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NOL tO! conceal the: 
remedies. which 

q * - .. Conduced cherun- 
; E ( cheir, friends;. whG are: 
| fick of the: ſame: diſeaſe; if this, 
; oa to-he done; in; what con! 
\ cerns., bodily | health., ir, ought 
7 muchmare foto be done when 
il the. fouls health is in queſtion : 
tor 


” wy E _ "2H 


for Jeſus Chriſt will have us mul- 
_ tiply the Talent which God hath 


| darkneſs, 


iven us, and ſends. the bad ſer- 
vant that had buried his; to utter 
For God enlightens 
not the Spirit of any one wichthe 
beams of Heavenly Truth, but | 


thathis neighbours might there- 


by ſee the better. Forthis.cauſe, | 
God having made me know the 
way to ſalvation, which hither- | 
to I was ignorant of Tfeared teſt | 
F might be ingrateful towards. | 
God;,and cruelto my friends, if I | 
did not endeavour ro tnake them | 
takers of 'the' fame! good. | 
This is itwhich hath made. me | 
publiſh this Freariſe,, wherein F 


| Feprfen the canſes and reaſons: ; 


Ek: whichcannot* | 
Qed: to-be done-out of | 
Aﬀatice, or *Ambition; for by - | 
doing ſo, E have muctt impaired | 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
my worldly.condition,; and have 
readred my> life more incommo- 
dious, and my.condition leſs afſi- 
red. But I eſteemed this -'loſs 
great gain; -and that I ought to 


make light: of ;/my-.-hononr, or 
| quiet, yeaevenof my life,to have 


peace of- conſcience, .and that TI 


- | may glorifie God as well'in life 


- 


&.4a deaths +l pf; 20 
But before I enteriupon the 


z particular deduction of every . 
x potntof Religion, I will acquaint 

7 you with ſome general obſervati- 

' ons, which ſervedime to [diſcern 
- J rhe True Religion from the Falſe. 

' I For ſeeing two. contrary Religi- 

3 ons defended with ſuch ferven-- 
+ cie on both fides, I fellto conft-: 
: F der artentively wherein: they: a- 


greed, and wherein they 'differed, 


Jand I,obſerved eleven notable 
q differences. 


"The 


The Epsftle Dedicatory. 
_ Diff.1. The firſt is,thac the Pa- 
ſtors of the Church of Rome,will 

_ not that the people ſee clearly in- 
to the buſineſs of |Religion,. but 
endeavor to:keep them in 1gno- 
rance. To: which - purpoſe they 
uy the people from teading the 
Holy Writ, grving them ſervice 
na e which they under- 
ſtand not, amuſing them with 
Images, and extefior Otnaments, 

_ and abundance of. Ceremonies. 
But che Paſtors of the 'Reform- 
ed Chutch, (that 'is to fay, the 
Church which is purged from 
Popery ) conceal nothing from 
the people, exhorr- rhem to ſtu- 
dy, and ſtrive co inftrudt them 
in the holy Scripture.. They fa- 
tisfie the. ſight lefs, and uſe Tels 
Ceremonies, but they inſtru 
much more. Were it not for 
them, the people of France wonld _ 


a | 
not | 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
not know what the Bible were, _ 
which about 100 year ſince, was a * 
Book almoſt totally unknown to 
the' people. They. have publiſh- 
ed the holy Scripture in the ori- 
ginal Greek and Hebrew Lan- . 
guage, and have tranſlated irinto 
the vulgar Tongue, and have 
commanded the people::to-read 
- Diff.2. They differ alſoin that 


 * the Reformed Church rakes only 


what is written-by the Prophers 
& Apoſtles contained in-the holy 
Scxiprure , for:'the rule of her 
Faith ; but the. Church of: Rowe 


_ hath for her rule of Faith, to 


boot with the. holy Scripture 
another Word, which they call 
the. unwritten Word, which the 
ople who. would learn it, will 

e very much troubled in finding 
it our, and are enforced.to have 
_  recouſe 
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recourſe to thoſe of the Church, 
who have the Intereſt of making 
the people. believe it, and who. 
reap great acvanrage by their ig- 
norance.':/ ©”! 
- Diff. 3. Ariother notable differ- 
ence1s, That the Miniſters6f the 
Reformed Church will be judg- 
edby-the Word of God; but the 
Prieſts of the Romiſh Church will 
. bejudges of the Word -of God : 
the former will beruled, but the 
others will be theitule, affirming 
that'theChurchis ſupreme Judge 
in:doubts of Faith; and "that ſhe 
cannot etre. Thus, 1f the que- 
ſtion be, Whether the Church'of 
Romecan erreor no, or whether 
ſhe, be the: ſupreme or infallible 
Judge, the Church of Rome 'inuft 
be the judge of this queſtion, and 
conſequently muſt be both i Judge 
and yrs: 9 = 
In 


The Epiftle Dedicatory. 
Diff. 4. In the fourth placel 
haye obſerved, that the reformed 
Church doth wholly labor 8& aim 
to humble Man, and to exaltand 
glorifie God:: bur the: Romith 
Religion ſtrives to heighten mans 
perfection, and to diminiſh Gods 

Glory. For the reformed: Relt- 
gion ſtrips the natural and unre- 
generate man of all means of ac- 
quiring Salvation ; rejes: the 
merits of men, denies that man 
can ſatisfie Gods Juſtice, calls E- 
ternal lifea free gift, and the He- 
ritance of Gods children. it ac- 
knowledgeth no other merit ſave 
that of Jeſus Chriſt ,. nor any 0- 
ther purgation, then by. his bloud; 
nor any other ſatisfaction to Gods 
Juſtice, but Mans Obedience. 
On the contrary,:the Romiſh Re- 
iow exalts the Natural Vertues 
ot man, giving him Free-will to 
2 believe 


The Epiſile Dedicatory. 


| believornot beliey the Goſpel:al. 


lowing merits of congruity to In- 
fidels,and to theFaithful merits of 
condignity:ſhe renders man capa- 
ble of fatisfying Gods juſtice by 
pennance as well in this life, as in 
Purgatory ; and dares affirm that 
man may be more perfect then 
God hath commanded, and. do 
more excellent works then God 
hath preſcribed in his Law, the 
which they call works of ſuperer- 
rogation. By this means Salya- 
tion is not the Free Gift of God, 
{ince Man furniſheth merits on 
his part, and contributes towards 
ſatisfaction. 

Diff. 5. I have alſo obſerved 


that both Religions alledge the 


H.Scripture, but not in the ſame 
faſhion:for thoſe of the Reformed 
Religion alledge nothing but the 


H.Scripture z but the Church of | 


Rome 


f 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
Rome do too boot therewith al- 
ledge Tradition. 2'7, The Re- 
formed Religion gives the holy 
Scripture for the Soveraign and 
requiſite rule ; bur the Romiſh 
Religion attributes the ſupreme 
judgment to the Church, which | 
they (lay doth authorize the Scri- 
pture : moreover, thoſe who at- 
firm, that the Church of Rome 
canr t erre; do conſequently 
make the Scriptuteleſs neceſſary: 
for without inquiry into the Scri- 
pture, a man may haveall Diffi- 
culties decided from the Chur- 
ches mouth : whereforealſo they 
accuſtom the people to paſs by 
the holy Scripture. In the 34 
place, when diſpute is had about 
the ſenſe of any paſſage of the 
Scripture, thoſe of the Reformed 
Religion draw their expoſition 


| from the holy Scripture; butthe 


a2 Church 


FY 
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Church of Rome doth often time 
draw her expoliti6 fromelfivhere. 
As for Example, in the expound- 
ing of theſe words; Thi is my body: 
The Reformed Church takes her 
Expoſition from the Evangeliſts, 
who fay, that Jeſus Chriſt Gave 
bread: and from Chriſt himſelf, 
who ſays 'tis done 77 remembrance 
of him; and that that which he did 
drink,was of the fruit of theVine: 
and from St. Paul, who ſays four 
times 'tis bread that we eat : and 
who tranſlates theſe words Thu is 
my body,thus, The bread which we 
break in the Communion of the bo- 
ay of Chri##,The Church of Rome 
doth not ſo,tor ſhe expounds theſe 
words,thus, Do thus in remebrance 
of me; offer up my body really in a 
propitiatory ſacrificefor the living, 
& for the dead. And when S. Peter 
layes , Loe here two ſwords : The 
Church of Rome expounds it, that 

the ; 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory: 
the Pope hath power over both 
what is ſpiritual, 8 what is tempo- 
ral; but theſe expoſitions are not 
drawn from out the H. Scripture, 
but from unywrittet Tradition. 

Diff. 6. Another remarkable 
difference whereby to diſcern the 
true Church from the falſe; 1s, 
that the reformed religion gives 
addrefles which may be followed; 
for ſhe adviſes to be contented 
with what is clear and evident 1n 
the Word of God, which the 

ople may ſee and inquire into ; 


but the Church of Reme addre(- 


fes the people to where they can 
know nothing, and gives them 


 undiſcernable marks :. for ſhe 


gives the ſucceſſion of Chars, 
and the authority of Greek and 
Latine Fathers, for marks of the 
true Church. But there are even 
yet divers contrary Chairs, wherof 

a 3 ſome 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

fome are more ancient then that 
of Rome, How then ſhall a people 
who are forbidden to read the 
holy Scriptures, know which is 
thebeſtof theſe Churches; and 
the ſucceſſtons of Chairs imbroil- 
ed with ſo many Interruptions, 
and a thouſand contradictions in 
Hiſtory 2 and the Fathers being 
Greeks and Latines, and ſo many 
as cannot be read in twenty years; 
how can Country-people and 
women govern themſelves there- 
by © how ſhall the people know 
whether the Church of Rome be 
_ ofthe ſame belief as it was thir- 

teen hundred years agoe ? how 
can they be acquainted with ſo 
much Hiſtory « how ſhall they 
know whether the Church wher- 
in they are born and bred teach | 
the truth or no, ſince they keep 


the rule of cruth from them, 
which |! 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory: 
which is the holy Scripture ? 

Dif. 7. Another difference 
between the two Religions is, 
that the reformed Religion hath 
no Rules which teach Vice ; bur 
the Romiſh Religion hath many 
Rules which teach to do eyil,& to 
diſobey God. Such as is the Rule 
of the Councel of Conftance, that 
no Faiths to be kept with Here- 
ticks. Such as is the Doctrine 
which ſayes that the Pope may- 
diſpenſe with Oaths and Vows ; 
that is to lay, he may give aman 
teave roforlware himſelf, and not 
to make that good which we have' 
promiſed to God. Such is the 
diſobectence of children to their 
Parents, which is maintained and 
authorized - by the Church of 
Rome, when: a child hath entered 
into a Monaſtery againſt his Fa- 
thers. will. ſuch.is the allowance 
a. 4; of: 


The Epiile Dedicatory, 
of -Common Baudy-houſes, for 
which the Pope receives a tribute 
out of Rome itſelf: Such is the 
revolting of Subjects againſt 


their Prince, when ir pleaſeth the 
Pope £0 diſpenſe with them for 


| Keeping the Allegiance which 


have forn unto their King: 
Such are the Taxes inthe Popes 
Chancery, wherein letters of ab- 
ſolution: for every ſin, are given 
at a; certain -price :-byt offences 
done a ainft the Pope are always 
rated higher then fins againſt 
God. All theſe Examples are 
not only bad ations ;' for bad 
IL . may happen in a good 
Religion: : bur. they are preſcri- 
bed Laws, and publick Rules , 
which - cannot confiſ with the 
doctrine of Salyation , it is not 
a malady of Manners but of 


Laws. 


The Fpiffle Dedicatory. 

Diff. 8. 1 have alſo obſerved 
that the reformed Religion teach- 
eth confidence, whereas the Ro- 
miſh Religion teaches difidence. 


The one wills that a finner whois 


ſeriouſly converted to God, and 
believes in Jeſus Chriſt,be fure of 
ſalvation; but the other teacheth 


that it is araſhneſs to - be aſſured 


of ſalvation, and teacherh mea to 
dye in. doubt, and to call God 
their Father , whilſt.chey doubt 
they may be the children of the 
Devil. SIA 
Diff.g.It is nota leſs difference, 
that the reformed Religion places 
the vertue of prayer in, Faith, 
grounded upon. the promiſe of 
God; but the Romiſh Religion 


"confines the vertue of prayer to 


certain ſeveral repetitions of the 
ſatne words by count, anl.in 
words which tne people unler- 
5 ſtand. 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
ſtand nor: for if one Pater-noſter, 
or Ave-maria be through negle- 
gence omitted, and that the pre- 
{cribed member be not fully 
compleared, all the merit of that 
prayer is loſt. - 

Diff.10. Ts alſo obſervable,that 
in theSacrament of the Euchariſt, 
the Reformed Religion endea- 
yours to raiſe up mans heart to- 
Jeſus Chriſt which is in Heaven; 
but that. of Rowe abaſeth Jeſus 
Chrift-, and puts him. into the 
hands of men.. 

Diff. 11.. T will add one diffe- 
rence more, which. ſeems to me- 
chiefly remarkable, and it.is, thax: 
the Miniſters of the Reformed 
Churche, have a Charge and 


_ Calling,the inſtitution whereof is: 


found in h.Scripturesfor the word: 
of God ſpeaks often times of 
Paſtors, Doctors, and Miniſters ;. 


whereas: 


The Epiftle Dedicatory: 
whereas the Prieſts of the Church: 
of. Rome havea Charge and Cal- 
ling which was never 1nfticuted 
by Jeſus Chriſt, nor practiſed by: 
tus Apoſtles; to wit the Charge: 
of Sacrifiers of: the body of our: 
Lord : for you. muſt know that 
in the ordination of Prieſts, they 
are not. charged to preach the 
Goſpel, but they are eſtabliſhr 
Sacrtfiers, to-ſacritice the body of 
Jefus. Chriſt for the. living and 
_ Theſe: differences/ will be the | 
more'clearly knowa by the book 
which I now:ſend you.: in which. 
I have made uſe of none to ſpeak. 
but God , nor doe I urge: any 
Authority fave only the Word of: 
God. I might. have interlaced. - 
many” Allezations of ancient: 


Dodtors ,. but I did believe: that: 
when God ſpeaxs, his word needs: 


nor 
. 
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Fhe Epiftle Dedicatory. 
Not to be confirmed by the Te- 
ſtimony-of men, -for God ſtands 
not in need of Advocates : nor 
does his Word borrow authority 
from men. Who, how great {o- 

_ ever they are, or wiſe, their Do- 
&rine ſhould always be examined 
by the Touchſtone of the Word 
of God. on 

God hath afforded me many 
means to come by this know- 
ledge, the evident abuſe of the 
Popedom, whereof moſt- of the | 
Romiſh Church do complain, 
converſation -with thoſe: of both 
Religions, the reading [of the 
holy Word, accompanied: with 
prayer ,: have contributed there- 
-unto; 2 conference which E heard 
between the Paſtours of the 
Church of Pars.and two Jeſuiſts, 
aſlifted by one of the Doctors 
of Sorbonne, did alſo much help 

_ kere- 
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The Epiitle Dedicatory. | 


| hereumo 3 - where I-perceived 


that the 7 mars , though very 
ſubtil and ready, never came-to 
the point, not being able toreſiſt - 
the Evidence of the Word of . 

God. out of which as oft as they 
alledged any paſſages, they never. 
alledged ir faithfully, as appeared 
by the Le&or upon that paſ- 

E- | 

dei it was there verifi- 
ed that the Bible of the Church 
of Romewas falſified and corrupt- 


 edin many _places. As for Ex- 


ample, in Heb. 11, 21, it 1s - 


faid, that Facob worſhi;ed lean- 
ing _ top of hs ſtaff 5 but _ 
the Romiſh- Bible ſayes, thar 
Facob worſhipped the top of / is 
#aff : thereby to" confirm the 


the adoration of creatures; which 
is the ſame abuſe which is found * 


ma Pſal, 132. where David ſays, 
 Worſtip 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
Worſhip at his Footſtool , the Ro- 
wiſh Bible ſayes, Worſhip hi 
Footitool. 

Jeſus Chriſt when.he gives the 
Cup, ſayes; This Cup i the New 
. Teftament in my bloud , which 
ſhed for you © but the Bible of 
the Church. of Rome reads it; 
which ſhall be ſhed for you-: leſt 
ir might be perceived that Jeſus 
Chriſt ſpeaks of the Effufion of 
. ns Sacramental bloud ; for he 
did not then really. ſhed his. 
bloud, which he began to ſhed 
in his paſſion. 
In. Gep.. 3. 16. God fayes, 

that The ſeed of the Woman 

( which is. Jeſus Chriſt ) ſha 
bruiſe the Serpents head : the 
Romith. TFranſlation reads it ,. 
The Woman ſhall bruiſe the Ser-' 
pents head : attributing that to- 
the Virgin Mary, which. belongs. 
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The Epiftle Dedicatory, 
To eſtabliſh the uncertainty 
of Salvation, the vulgar Tran- 
{lation reads the firſt verſe of Ec- 
clef. g. thus: Man knows not 
whether he be worthy of love or 
hatred, but all things are reſerved 
in uncertainty for the future - 
But the Hebrew Text 1s this , 
No man knows either love or ha- 


 tred by all that is before them. 


To eſtabliſh mans merir, the 
Romiſh Bible corrupts the 13. 
yerſe of Heb. 16. Inthe Origi- 
nal Greekitis: To do good and 
to communicate forget not , for 
with ſuch ſacrifices God « welt 
pleaſed. 

To the ſame purpoſe they have 
curtaild the 6. verſe of Rows 11. 
leaving out two links, for theſe: 
words. of the Apoſtle, 7f it be- 
of morks, then is:1t no more grace;, 
otherwiſe work: is no. more work, 
Ix 


The Epiitle Dedicatory. 
areraced ont and omitted in the 
Vulgar Tranſlation. 
To ſhew that Melchiſedeck of- 
fered unto God, bred and wine, 
they alledged Gey. 14. 18. Mel- 
chiſedeck King of Sale brought 
. forth bread and wine, for he was 
the Prieft of the moit hich God. 

The ſtrength of the -allage lyes 
 intheward FOR, which is nor 
in. the Hebrew Original, but in 
the lieu thereof you | there find-, 
and he was the Prieft of rhe mo#t 
high God. 

J. Paul in Epheſ. Fo 32+ peak- 
ing of the Union of Jeſus Chriſt 
with the Church typified by mar- 
riage, fayes, that zt is-4 great my- 
Fery ; the Romiſh bible renders 
it, This # 4 great Sacrament, 
And thereupon it is grounded 
chat marriage 1s a Sacrament , 
that they may take from. ſecular 
Judges, 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
Judges the cognizance of Cafes 
Matrimonial , for Sacraments 
appertain unto the Church...” -_ 

-- S, Peter in the firſt Chapter of 


his ſecond Epiſtle adverciſeth the 


faithful, -char he was Ray to 
put off this Tabernacle of fleſh, 
and fſayes he thinks it meet as 
long as he is in this Tabernacle 
to ſtir them up, and put themin 
remembrance , and adds after- 
wards, 1 will endeavour that you, 
may be able after my Pons to 
have theſe things alwayes 1nre- 
membrance, The Romi(h Bible 
to eftabliſh the - Interceſſion- of 
Saints, corrupts this. text and 
reads it thus. 1 will endeavour 


after my deceaſe, that you may be 


able to have theſe things alwayes 
in-remembrance. 

A great colle&ion of the ike 
pallages may be made, which be- 
ns 
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The Epiitle Dedicatory- 
mg obſerved with-the other con- 
fi ae wa before mentioned , 
wrought very much upon m 
win! and =_ along ie nd 
vering betwixt the fear of men, 
_ - ger of God ; wr I mae" 
that by altering my religion, 
hoakamdes - * bm leſs 
commodious,and leſs aſſured, and 
ſhould be in er to loſe the 
friendſhip of many honorable per- 
ſonages of the Romiſh Church, 
who did love me very well; but 
Conſcience, the deſire of ſaving 
my ſoul, the ſhortneſs of this 
life, and che eternity of the life 
to come, got at laſt the upper 
hand, and wonn me to give glory 
to God, and to impriſon Truth 
no longer : for all che ſucceſs and 
proſperity of this world turns to- 
bitterneſs, when the conſcience is. - 
afflicted ; and there is no = 
 D 


= 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 


of worſe Theft to rob God of the. 


Glory which is due unto him, and 
to bereave him of the defence 
which we owe unto his Cauſe. 
I heartily pray you may know 
how great contentment the ſoul 
receives inthe true knowledge of 
God, and what ſweetneſs theres 
in his Word. | 
I know Gentlemen that God 
hath already touched the hearts 


| of many of = but that the fear 


of men with-holdsyou, and that 
you are afraid by reaſon of the 
Troubles and ſufferings which 
thoſe who live among you, and 
defireto ſerve God in parity of 
heart, andergo. Bur theſe perſe- 
cutions are foretold us in the 
Word of God; but we have 
Jeſus Chriſt who marcheth be- 
fore us, and who hath made plain 
unto us the way of ger" 
a 
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and by his example hath made 
them honourable. He'will have 
us to-bear his Croſs after him; 
It not being reaſonable that we 
ſhould come to ſalvation by any 
other way, but by that through 
which he hath paſſed; nor that 
weſhould have an eternal crown 
without conteſting. Therefore 


laying afide all fear of man, learn 


to fear God, who throws both 
foul and body into Hell, to whom: 
we muſt give an account of every 
idle word; how much more then 
of evil ations, and of ſo many 
dayes and years wherein we deſiſt 


. from ſerving him £ Tſhould think 


my ſelf happy it my example 
might conduce to bring you 
thereunto, and to have your con- 
{cience touched. i his 1s the end 


of- this book which I dedicate 


unto you, to witneſs the care I 
, have 


. » 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


have of your ſouls health, and of 
my inclination ſtill ro remain . 


an 


Your humble Servant 
and 


Entire Friend 


MonG1Nnor., 
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Of the true Church. 4 


RHe Holy Scriptare 
F mentioneth ſeveral 
ſorts of Churches ; 
there is the Church 
=> which is ſpokenofin 
» WS JF the Creed, which the 

* | Apoſtle Saint Pax/ calls the body of 
Chriſt, Eph. 6. Againſt which Je- 
þſus Chriſt ſayes, the Gates of Hel 
ſhall not prevail, Mar. 16, which is, 
the aſſembly of the truely faithful 
and Elec, whereof ſome are alrea- 
dy-in heaven, injoying the'glory of 
| Heaven, the reſt, are here on earth, 
mixed among the wicked and unbe- 
lievers, and ate _ to be knowa 
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- by theeye; or elſe ſuch as ate not 
yet born. But to boot with thi 
. Church of the Ele&, there is ano 
ther Vniverſal viſible. Church 

which is the Congregation of al 
thoſe. who profeſs Chriſtianity, anc 
do believe in Chriſt. This is thq' 
"Church which St. Pax! calls hd: 
- Pillar and ground of Truth, 1 Tim 
mothy chapter 3. becauſe the dut 

thereof is to defend and maintai 


[ 


ie 


divine Truth, againſt all ſuch as in{; 


devour to corrupt or »ſupprefs her. 
This Vaiverſal viſible Chnrch.is 


- compoſed of divers particular Chas 


ches,as was in the Apoſtles time;' 


Corinth,of Rome,of theGalatians,&c 
Of theſe particular Churches 
ſome are purer then other ſome ; anc 
ſome of them may be ſo corrupted 
as it is impoſſible to be ſaved there+ 
in; to wit, when Idolatry is there, 


in, "and when the benefit of Chri 'P 


Jeſus i is therein corrupted. 


Church of 7ernſalem, the Church of 


or TheChurch of Rome is;0ne of theſq, 


icular Churches, wherein Idolat- 
oy q: 


A Reſolntion of Doubrs 3 
Fry is;becanſe God is there called an 
of oſha, made by man, and becauſe 
h he Honour which appertains onely 

o God, is attributed to Saints ; in 
hat they ſay, they know the hezrts 
df all men, and in that chey render 
a religious adoration to their' re. 
Fiques and Images. Above all,*-in 
bat they call the Virgin ary , 
he Queen of Heaven, and of the 
yorld ; for the ſoveraign royalty of 
he world is incommunicable to the 
T-Lreature. Chriſt Jeſus, his benefit 
3s likewiſe therein corrupted, m 
TFÞhbat they teach that Jeſus Chriſt by 
= his death , delivers us from the pu- 
i miſhment of ſuch ſins as are commit- 
" cd before baptiſm, but that for what 
oneerns the puniſhment of ſins come 
1 nittedafterBaptiſm,it is wethatmuſt 

atisfie Gods-juſtice, by ſatisfa&tory 
ſufferings-as welhere,as in Purgatory 
©]. Thus, though the Church of Rome 
"be a particular viſible Church, and 
< he moſt corrupt of all others, yet 
doth ſhe call her ſelf the Univerſal. | 

hurch : as if there were no other | 
B 2 Churches, 
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4 A Reſolution of Doubts; 
Churches, though thoſe of Syriaf* 
Greeces eArmenia, and Africa, arq< 
more pure and antient then that oÞ" 
Reme, and are no wayes ſubje&t tqp 
her. Whatſoever the holy Scriptur$" 
and the Creed,attributes to the Vni 
verſal Church of the Ele&t, ortqÞ' 
the Vniverſal vifible Church; ſheſ® 
by an unſufferable corruption anq? 
uſurpationattributes to her ſelf ; ag 
if in the Creed, no Church were 
ſpoken of but that of Rowe: or at 
if ſhe alone were rhe. pillar an 
' ground of trath, Mat. 18. 17. Anc 
whereas Jeſus Chriſt - ſends -twe 
brethren, who are quarelling tc 
be judged by the Church, ſaying 
Tell it to the Church,but if he neglett 
to hear the Charch, let him be to thee 
as an Heathen man , and 454 Pup 
lican. Theſe Gentlemen will make 
us believe, that he ſends ſuch as are 
of a doubtful faith, and doarine 
to the Church of Rowe , which they 
ſtile Vniverſfal : but read the paſſage 
and you ſhall ſee , that Jeſus Chriſt 
*ſpeaks not of any. doubts. of Do- 
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ria rine, bur of Treſpaſſes and Offen. 
ar&es , Which fall out berwixt two 
rothers; and conſequently he ſpeaks 
$ot-of the Univerſal Church, but of 
&he Miniſters of * ſome particular 
hurch : for in appeaſing a diſpute 
between two neighbours, men do 
not adreſs theinſelves to che Univer- 
ſal Church, 
Herein then is a great abuſe, in 
Jthat the Church of Rome, which is 
agbuta particular Church, terms her 
Alelf the Church Univerſal ; and 
that being full of errour, ſhe not- 
withſtanding, boaſts her ſelf co be 
void of errour, nay that ſhe cannot 
o Jerre. And leaſt the ſhould be con- 
1 vinc'c of errour, by the writings of 
1 the Prephets and Apoſtles, which 
are the word of God ; ſhe does not 
ke onely fobid the people to read this 
] word, nor is ſhe content to haveit 
1 read in her Churches, in a language 
which the common people does not 
underſtand ; but bereaves it of all 
force and authority : for the people 
are made believe that the Church of 
B 3 Rome ]. 
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 eA Reſolution of Doubts 
Reme is the ſoveraign judge of diffe;ſ1] 
rences in Religion : wherefore bg j 
who ſhall accuſe the Church of Rome: 
of errour, may be ſure to loſe his 
ſuit or proceſs, becauſe ſhe her ſelt 
is judge in this caſe. 

The Church of Rowe boaſts like. 
wiſe, that ſhe cannoterre in the in- 
terpretation of the holy Scripture, 
and that her interpretations are 0 
equal authority with thoſe of theſ 
holy writ : which isto ſet her ſelf 
inthe place of God: For as none 
but a King can give an- interpretati- 
onto his owne Edit, which may be 
of equal force with the edit ir ſelf; 
ſo is there none but God who can 
Sive ſuch an interpretation to the 
word. of God, as may be of equal 
force and authority with the word 
of God, And certainly ſuch an in- 
terpreter 1s more then legiſlative ; 
fince he gives what ſence he pleaſeth 
to the law, and that the law muſt 
be bounded not by the words of the 
law, but according to his interpre- 
tation; and indeed to the OO 
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A Reſolution of Doubts, _7 | 
the Church of Rome may not beſub. _— 
J jc to the word of God. They ſay 
A that tis the Church which doth au- 
F thorize the word , as if ſubjeRs did 
JT authorize laws, or as if the word of 
God,tooks its authority from men. 
To this purpoſe the Doctors of 
i!n-ſ the Church of Rome lay, that the 
re. Church is more ancient then the 
or Scripture ; but doth it not thereby 
bef. follow, that the Church is of grea- 
elf} ter authority then the Scripture 2 
nel People are of greater antiquity then 
ti-7 Kings or Laws, and yetthey are ſub=  --./ 
beſ jet to Kings and Laws ; yet are 
E;| there many things,' and many do- 
In Erines in the Scripture,more ancient 
el thenis the Church. Po 
all They likewiſe ſay,whe ſhould not 
d] know what the Scripture were, were 
= | ir not for the Church : but-it fol- 
3] lows not therefore that the Church 
Nl] be above the Scripture, If 1 fay, 
t | that I ſhould not have known who 
* | were the King, unleſs ſuch a one had 
*| told ir me, doth it follow that 
| ſucha one ſhould be aboye the King?: 
B 4 divers. 
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divers ſerve for witneſſes to thoſe to 
whom they are inferior. 

Likewiſe the more to invalid the 
authority of Scripture,and in haunce 
that of the Church ; they fay that 


| the Scripture is a dead thing, and 


ſpeaks not, and therefore can be no 
Judge ; for ( ſay they ) we muſt 
have a ipeaking' Judge, ſuch as-the 
Church is. The which is falſe and 
fraudulent ; for the holy Scripture 
ſays enough, when it reacheth us 
her to ſpeak ; if it ſpeak not, it ſuf- 


ficeth char it preſcribes us a rule. But 


the Church of Rowe will be the rule 
how ſelf, and will not beſubjea to 
any Law ; for ſhe will be judge of 
the Law, and of the word of God. 
Thus men are become the Judges of 
God, and the guilcy ſhall be infalli- 
ble and ſoveraign Judges of the 
ſence, and authority of the Law, 
which concerns their guilt, where- 
by they need nor fear being con- 
demned: but they have a goodly bu- 


ſineſs of it, for will they, nill they, ar 


the day of judgement they ſhall be 
judged 
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A Reſolation of Doubts. 9&9 
judged by that very word, over 
which they have uſurped the Autho- 
rity : and this ſpeaking Judge ſhall 
then have her mouth ſtopr. 

This mean while, theſe men invel- 
lope the Scripture in unfolyable 
doubts and difficulties, that they may 
ſend the people to the C hurch-, to 
have the doubts of faith decided : 
for how ſhall an ignorant perſon 
know that there is any Church in 
the world ? If you fay he ſhall know 


 te-by the Scripture, he muſt firſt be 


inſtru&ed- in the Scripture; and ſo 
the authority of the Church muſt 
be grounded upon the Scripture ; 
and when the Church ſhall teach 
th's, or that, how ſhall the people 
know, that: what they teach is con. 
formable to the word of God, ſince 
they are forbidden to read the word 
of God, and fince there are divers 
Charches-, which contend one with 
another? how can the poor people 
diſcern between that which teacheth 
falſhoods, and that which teacherh 
truth ; ſince the Scripture, which is 
DB y * the 
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io A Reſolmiin of Dinbis, 

the rule of Truth, is inhibited 
the people ? ſhall he follow the 
mulcitude 2 Jeſus Chriſt ſayes that 


| the multitude goes into perdition: 


And there are ten: times as many 
Eurks and Pagans, as Chriſtians : 
fhall.he be guided by miracles ? Je- 
fas. Chriſt ſayes that there ſhall be- 
falſe Teachers, working miracles to 
ſeduce men, Shall he look after: 
Chairs and ſvcceefſions ? the Greek. 
Churches have likewiſe their chayrs, 
fince the Apoſtles. time; as alſo the- 
Churches of Syria, and boaſt that 
they have Saint Peters Chaire; and 
yet axg they contrary to the Church. 
of Riz, and more ancienr, Since 
Jefus Chrift, and his- Apoſtles have. 
preached there, and laid the foun-. 
dations thereof; 

We do not here diſpute, Saint:Pe- 
tersſuperiority above the reſt of the- 
Apoſtles; he may have been the firſt+ 
in.order or. authority, and yet may: 
not. have had the ſuperiority. in Ju=- 
risdiction : but this importsnot: us: ;. 
the queſtion is whether the Pope of. 

_— IE .... 
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A Reſolution of Donbre, _ ra 
Reme. be Saint Perers fuccefſor, as 
Chief of the Univerſal Church'? 
which is the chief pointof the romiſh: 
Religion, and whereof there is not 
any one ſyllable in the holy Scri- 
pture : The Biſhops of Eori»th,and 
of Theſſalonica,were Saint Pasls ſuc- 
ceſſors; notas Apoſtles, but as par- 
ticular Biſhops of thoſe Cities : ſo- 
the queſtion is not whether the Bj-: 
ſhop of Rowe, hath anciently been; 
Saint Peters ſucceſſor in the See of 
Rome ; but whether he hath ſucceed- 
ed him inApoſtleſhip and as head'of 
the whole Church: this is that which 
we deny, and which will never be- 
proved ;and ſay it could be aſſerted, 
yetthe Pope having long: ſince cor- 
rupted Saints Peters-doarine, and' 
changed his Charge of Epiſcopacie, 
into Monarchy, and earthly princi- 
pallity , he hath long ſince loſt that. 
ſucceflion. . Ea 
Therefore ſince there is but one' 
holy Writ, whereas their are many 
contraditory Churches, and the: 
chief. Leaders thereof apt to ſeek af- 
-- _ 
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ter their owne advantape, and to be 
tranſported with ill affeftions ; and 
fince the holy Scripture is an uncor- 
ruptible Judge, let us have recourſe 
thereunto ; wherein , though there 
may be ſomewhat of obſcure, yet re- 
mainsthere therein enough of clear 
and facile, which needing no inter- 
pretation is ſufficient to make us wiſe 
| _ unto ſalvation, as ſayes the Apoſtle 
| Saint Pax!, the ſecond of Timothy 
1 and the third: 


- 1 
&. 
TW "OE — et. A << ———_—— 


CHAP. 2. 


- * © felf Saint Peters ſucceſſor; not 
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Church'; which power he extends 


of ſouls out of Purgatory; to the 


upon earth, the Churches Spouſe , 


A Reſolution of Donbrs: Us 
CHAP. 2..:: 


Of the P opes Powers 
"THe Biſhop of Rome ſtiles him- 


onely as Biſhop of Rowe, butalſo - 
as chief head of the Univerſal 


even to the:giving, and taking away 
of Kingdoms, to the diſtributing of 
Crowns, to the diſpenſing with 
Chriſtians for their keeping of 
Oaths and Vows ; tothe canonizing 
of Saints ; to preſcribing laws 
to the Univerſal Church ;- the remir- 
ting of fins as a Judge ; the taking 


ſupream judicature without appeal 
of all points and differences in Reli- 
Sion, boaſting that he cannot erre in 
point of Fairh*': and in theſe confi- 
derations qualifying himſelf God 


and 
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14 A Reſolation of Doubts: 
and the divine Majeſty ; making 


Kings. kiſs his foot , and Emperours 


hold his ſtirropt, and aſſuming to 
himſelf a religious adoration, as be- 
ing GodsVicar. 

This hath made me heedfull in: 
reading the Epiſtles of Saint Peter, 
whoſe ſucceſſorthe Pope ſayes him- 
ſelf to be ;. and having compared 
them with the Popes Bull, by which 
he thunders upon Kings, degrades. 
them, and inhibits peace to be made- 
with them, or publifheth great par-- 


dons, to ſee what agreement there- 


was between them; but I'could finde 
none: for Saint Peter in his two E- 


piſtles does not any wayes ſpeak of 


his ſuperiority,or power,nor isthere- 
any one word therein, where he 
ſpeaks as. ſupream head of the Uni- 
verſal Church ; and tis ſtrange that 
a- Soveraign ſhould write unto his: 
SubjeRs,, and. nor. in the. ſtile of a. 


" Soveraign:. 


I finde likewiſe, that the Apoſtles: 
Have ſtrove for: Primacie , and that: 


Jeſus Chriſt did defide the queſtion,. 
| nog: 
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A Reſolution of Donbts: 15 © 
not telling them that he had given: 
them. Saint Peter to be their chief, 
but forbidding them to: fpeak of Pri- 
macy. The Kings of Nations (lays 
he, Luke the 22) rale over them, but 
it ſhall not be ſo amongſt you... 

When Peter conteſt that Jeſus: 
Chriſt was the Chriſt; the ſon of the 
living. God, he doth not: ſay unto- 
him, T #les Perris, ſuperte Petrum- 
edificabo Eccleſiam meam: But, T wes 
Petrns , & ſuper hanc Petram, &c, 
Which ſtone is Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, - 
as he ſays in 1 Cor.10. The ſtone Was 
Chriſt, and in the ſecond chapter to 
the Epheſians, he is called the Corner 
ſtone. And Saint Peter in his firſt 
Epiſtle, and ſecond Chapter , calls. 
him the /iving S:0e.. Jeſus. Chriſt 
ſpeaks in. that place: onely to Faint 
Peter, becauſe twas- onely: Saint: 
Peter-that-had confeſt himto be the 
Chriſt: but the ſame power that he- 
gives Saint-Peterto bind, and to un-. 
- bind, and to-remit ſins, he gives the: 
like-elſewhere-tothe other Apoſtles, 
Afatthers tes; and the 18:. and 
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14 A Reſolution of Doubrr, 
and the divine Majeſty ; making 


Kings: kiſs his foot , and Emperours 


hold his ſtirropt, and aſſuming to 
himſelf a religious adoration, as be- 
ing GodsVicar. 

This hath made me heedfull in 
reading the Epiſtles of Saint Peter, 
whoſe ſucceſſorthe Pope ſayes him- 
ſelf to be ;. and having compared 
them with the Popes Bull, by which 
he thunders. upon Kings, degrades. 
them, and inhibits peace to be made- 
with them, or publifheth great par-- 
dons, to ſee what agreement there: 
was between them; but I'could finde 
none: for Saint Peter in his two E- 


piſtles does not any wayes ſpeak of 


his ſuperiority,or power,nor is there: 
any one word therein , where he. 
ſpeaks as ſupream head of the Uni- 
verſal Church ; and tis ſtrange that 
a- Soveraign ſhould write unto his: 
SubjeRs,. and. nor. in the. ſtile of a. 


Soveraign:. 


I finde likewiſe, that the Apoſtles: 
have ſtrove for: Primacie , and that: 


Jeſus Chriſt did defide the queſtion,. 
| nog: 


A Reſolution of Doubts: 15 
not telling them that he had given: 
them. Saint Peter to be their chief, 
but forbidding them to: fpeak of Pri- 
macy. The Kings of Nations (lays 
he, Luke the 22) rule over them, but 
it ſhall not be ſo amongſt you.. 

When Peter conteſt that Jeſus: 
Chriſt was the Chriſt, the ſon of the 
living God, he doth not: ſay unto- 
him, T es Perris, ſuperte Petrum- 
edificabo Ecclefam meam: But,T wes 
Petrns , & ſwnper hanc Petram, &cs 
Which ſtone is Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, - 
as he ſays in 1 Cor.10. The ſtone Was 
Ehriſt, and in the ſecond chapter to 
the Epheſians, he is called the Corner: 
ſtone. And Saint Perer in his firſt 
Epiſtle, and ſecond Chapter , calls 
him the /z2ing Stove. Jeſus: Chriſt 
ſpeaks in. that place onely to Faint 
Peter, becauſe twas- onely: Saint: 
Petey-that-had confeſt him+o be the 
Chriſt: but the ſame power that he- 
gives Saint-Peterto bind, and to un-. 
- bind, and to-remit ſins, hepives the: 
like-elſewhere-tothe other Apoſtles, 
Afarthere, ters; and the 18. and. 
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St. Fohn the 20.and 23. Likewiſe in 
the 2. Chapter to the Zpheſians, all 
the Apoſtles are put for the Founda- 
tion of the Church, Being bailt 
upon rhe foundation of the eApoſt les, 
and of the Propherts.. See likewiſe. 
the 21. Chapter of the Apochalips, 
atthe 14 verſe. And the Wall of the 
City had twelve foundations , and in 
them the names of the tWwelve Apoſtles 
of the Lamb, 
. For had the Apoſtles underſtoed 

. that Jeſus Chriſt by theſe words had 
given any ſuperiority to St. Peter, 
they would never after have conteſt. 
ed for preheminency, as they did in 
the 22 of St. Lake, a day be- 
fore our Saviours death. 

-: St. Paul, where he ſaies in the 24 
Chapter to the Galathians, That 
there 1s u9 difference between him and 
thoſe Whe are the moſt eminent, ſhews 
ſafficiently that he was not ſubje& 
to St, Peter, for had it been (o, there 
would have been preat differencebe- 
tween their Charges. He confirms 
the ſame, That the preaching of the 
ea F Goſpel 
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A Reſolution of Dowbtss 17 
Goſpel of nncircumciſuon was commit» 
1«d wuro him , as well as that 'of cir- 
camciſionro Peter. 

Here they part'the labour between 
them; itfalls to St. Peters ſhare to. 
preach unto the Jews, to St. Pauls 
to preach unto the Gentiles. 

- The ſame St. Paxl, placeth the A- 
poſtle St. Zames firſt, ſaying, Fames, 
Cephas, and Fobn , Who are eſteemed 
the Pillar of the Charch. As allo St. 
7ohn in the firſt Chapter of his Go- 
ſpel, puts Andrew before Peter, lay- 
ing, Philip was of Bethſaida , the 
Town of eAnarew and Peter; andin 
the firſt to the Corinthians, the gth 
Chapter, The brothers of the Lord 
and Cephas. 

In the 8th of the A#s, the Apo- 
ſtles ſend Peter and ohn to preach 
in Samaria. Would it not be an 
excellent thing now, if divers Bi- 
ſhops being aſſembled together , 
ſhould ſend the Pope to preach in 
SWiſſerland, or in England > 

Itis objected , That Chriſt faies 
thrice to St. Peter, Feed my ſorep : 

Eo Bur 


18 A Reſolution of Donbte. 


But they cannot infer therupon, that 
he bath created him Head of the 
Univerſal Church. For the Lord 
faies not to St. Peter, do you only 


feed, or do you feed my ſheep in 


chief:and indeed the ſameCommand. 
ment is given-to all Paſtors, in the 
20th of the eAts, where Saint 
Part ſaies unto them, Take beed 
therefore unto your ſelves , and to all 
the flock over the Which the holy Ghoſt 
hath made you Overſeers , ro feed the 
Church of God, Which he hath par- 
chaſed with his own bloud, And in 
the firſt Epiſtle of St. Peter , and 
the fifth Chapter, Feed the flock, of 
( briſt which # committed to you. 
Then again Chriſt ſpeaks onely to 
St. Peter, becauſe but a little before 
he had denyed him. He who alone 
was fallen , needed alone to beraiſ- 
edup, and re-eſtabliſhed in his 
Charge; and ineffe&t, Chriſt re- 
peats theſe words thrice unto him, 
becauſe he had denied him thrice. 
He draws three confeſſions from 
him, to make amends for his three 
times 
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19 . 4 Reſolntion of Donbts:- 
times denial. Which being done, 
he re-eſtabliſheth him in the charge - 
of being Shepherd of his ſheep, from 
whence he might think himſelf co 
be fallen. I would not deny not- 
withſtanding but that St. Peter was - 
the firſt amongſt the Apoſtles, eci- 
ther for age, zeal, eloquence, ver- 
tue, or miraclcs ; but ſure he had no 
ſuperiority inJuriſdition, which inti. 
tled him to any command over them... 
 Butletusgiveit for granted that 
St. Peter was the chief of the Apo- 
ftles, and ſuperior, to them all - - 
What makes this for the Pope of 
Rome? They ſay St. Peter died at 
Rome , which is much doubted of ; 
but ſay he did ; Iwill inferr there- 
upon, that the Biſhop of 7ernu/alem 
ſhould be the Head of the Church; | 
for Jeſus Chriſt, who was ſurely 
greater then St. Peter, died at fera- 

ſatem.Where is thereany theleaſt the 
word ofGod, that S. Petey left anyſuc. 
ceſſor in his charge ofApoſtleſhip, & 
dag ever the Church, ſince 
none of the reſt of the Apoſtles left 

any 
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any Succeſlors of their Apoſtle- 
ſhips. 3H 
And St. Peter being dead, if any 


one ought to be his Succeſſor,ought 


it not in conſcience to be St. Fohs , 


. that excelient Apoſtle whom Jeſus 


loved, rather then Lins, St. Pasls 
Diſciple? | 

By all the Hiſtories of the Popes 
lives, it appears abundantly, that of 
old, the Peopleof Rowe choſe their 


; Biſhop; whereby itis evidently feen 


that the Biſhop of Rowe was not 
Head of the Univerſal Church. For 
who ſhould have impowred the peo- 
ple of Rome to appoint a Head over 
the Univerſal Church , and to eſta- 
bliſh Lins above the Apoſtles ? 


When a King is to be choſen in an 


Ele&ive Kingdom , Deputies are 
ſent from all the parts of the King-_ 
dom t5 make the Eletion , which 
cannot depend upon the ſuffrages of 
the Inhabitants of any particular 
Town, becauſe the whole Kingdom 
is intereſled therein. Þs 
Nay I will ſay more, that grant 
: S, 


LY 
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S. Peter was Monarch of the Church, 
and that his abode was'at Rome, and 
that he had left his Charge to the 
Biſhop of Kome (which are ſuppoſi- 
tions which will never be-proved) 
the Pope bath long ſince fallen from 
that Charge , by comporting him- 
ſelf clean contrary to St. Peter; of 
a Spiritual Paſtor, being become a 
Temporal Monarch, and having 
heaped up ſo much riches, as Empe- 
rors and Kings are poor in compa- 
riſon of him: As for what con- 
cerns his Doctrine, the enſuing 
Chapters wil ſhew that i it is formal- 
ly contrary to the Doarine of the 
Apoſtles, .. 

St, Peter never cauſed bimſelf 
to be called God; he never cauſed 
himſelf co be adored ; on the con- 
trary, he kept Cornelius from falling 
down before him. St. Peter never 
exalted himſelf above God, as the 
Pope does, in his diſpenſit ing with 
men for keeping their Oaths made 
ro God, He who diſpenſeth with 
a ſervant for not obeying bis _ 
| er 


22 A Reſolntion of Donbrs. 
ſter, ought to be greater then that 
Maſter : But the Pope difpenſeth 
with men for not obeying God ; 
he therefore is greater then God. 
Thus the Pope diſpenſeth with chil- 
dren in the Commandment of God; 


_ which bids them obey their Fathers 


and their Mothers, when once they 
have retired themſelves into a Mo- 
naſtery, He diſpenſeth with Sub- 
zeds for keeping the Loyalty which 
they have ſworn unto their Prince, 
inciting them to Rebellion. He ſuf. 
fers a man to marry his Niece, or his 
Wives Siſter , things which are fox. 
bidden by God, inthe 18th and 2oth 
of Leviticus. 

Faults committed againſt the 
Pope, and againſt his Laws, are e- 
ſteemed much more hainous then 


faults committed againſt the Law-of | 
God : You may ſwear and blaſ- 


pheme the name of God, and no 
man will be troubled atit;+ but goe 
to Rome, and ſay thatthe Pope deals 
inſolently with Kings, in making 
them kiſs his foot, and the Inquiſt- 

tion 
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A Reſolution of Donbte. 2 
tion ſhall be your reward. Make 
your confeſſion toa Prieft, that you 
have lied, ſtolne, . or committed 
whoredom,he will give you abfoluti- 
on. But if you cenfeſs that you 
have eaten fleſh in the Holy. Week, 
be cannot abſolve you , it 1s above 
his Commiſſion, he will ſend you to 
the Penitentiary. - There are cer- 
tain great and inormous ſins, which 
they-call Caſes reſerved, which none 
but the Pope can abſolve , . unleſs it 
be peradventure upon the point of 
death. Think you theſe inormus 
ſins be Inceſt Sodomy, or Patrecide? 
nothing leſs. They are theſe, to 
tay a man who is going to Roxe to 
fetch great pardons, to get into a 
Benefice by intruſion, to have pilla- 
Sed the Church, to have ſpoken or 
done ought: againſt the Apoſtolick 


| Sea: finally, they are fins againſt 


the Popes dignity and profit. 

In fine, he fates that he is above 
the Church, and that the 
Church is above the holy Scripture, 
ſince it is ſhe that doth authorize * 

an 


24 A. Reſolution of Donbrs. 
and who is judge of its Authority. 
At this rate the Pope is two degrees 


| -higher then Gods word. You may 
imagine | whether the putting of 


Chriſts Croſs upon his Pantofle, 
thatit may be kiſt, be not an open 
profeſſion that he tramples upon the 
Chriſtian Religion; and alſo inthe 
Councels wherein the Pope aſliſts, 
the holy: Scripture is laid at the 
Popes foot , as was ſeen at the laſt 
Councel of Lataeren, to witneſs 
_—_ he treads Gods word under- 
00t. 


To conclude , when I read inthe | 
ſecond Epiſtle of St, Pax! to the 
. Theflalonians, that there ſhail come 


a man,whom he calls the man of fin, 
and ſon of perdition , who ſhall ſay 
he is God, and ſhall exalt himſelf 
above God, who ſhall boaſt of 
ſignes and miracles; and thatin the 
17 of the Revelation , the great 
Whoreis ſpoken of, who is cloath- 
ed in Scarlet, who ſeduceth Kings, 
and makes them drunk, which is 


to beſeated in the Town of m—_ 
7 ils 
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- A Reſolution of Doubts, 25 © 
which did then rule over the who!e 
earth; I ſeek everywhere, and find 
none to whom this doth ſo well 

quadrate, asto the Pope of 'Rome: ' 


LD — FREY 


CHAP III. | 
Of the Worſhiping of Ima- 
Pat ot. 


"He Third abuſe which -I obs 

- ſerve in the Romiſh Church, is * 
the Service which is rendred to Ima- | 
ves. The Councels of the Church 
of Row, namely the 24 Councel of 
Nice, commands the adoration of 
Images. The Catechiſm of the 
Councel of Trex approves of thoſe 
who kneeling upon:their knees be- 
fore the Image of St. Dominick, or 
St. Katherin, ſhall ſay a Pater no- 
fter. You may ſee a poor naked 
man , which repreſents the Image 
of God, ſtanding by an Image _ 

| C A 


: 26 A Reſolution of Donbrs: 
all in Silk. The people in Pars, 
before Lent,, go in proceſſion to. 
wards the Image of our Lady, that 
they. may. have leave tq eat butter. 
Women rub their beads upon the 
feet of Images; Tapers are lighted 
ro them at noon-day; They are kiſt, 


kneel'd unto, Offerings are made 


unto them, they are carried in Pro- 
ceſſion. Nay more, there are di- 
vers: Images of Saints that nevet 
were; as of the three Kiugs of St. 
Chriſtopher, St. Margaret, St, Mar- 
rial,St.Urſulin, St. Longs, St Kathe- 
rin, and divers the like, which never 
were inthe world, And whilſt the 
Images of Saints are well' clad and 
adorned, the Image of the Trinity 
ftands duſty and negleRed; wherein 
God the Father is dreft like a Pope, 
tothe end that his habit may be de- 
cent , and anſ{werable to his greats 
nels, 

There are divers Prayers in the 
Church.of Rowe, made to inant= 
mate and inſencible Images; as the 
Prayer which is made tothe- Saint 
 Suarre, 


A. Reſolntion of Doubts, 27 
Sadire, commonly called La Vere- 
»:4ue, Which is a ſheer, which is faid 
was brought by a woman of that 
name,to wipe ourSaviour with when 
he did ſweat. God bleſs thee , the 
holy Face of our Redeemer, imprinted 
i» White linnen, O holy Image, O hap= 
py Fignre, &c, The like prayer is 
made to the Image of the Crofs; 
Ave ſignum T riamphale, &c. which 
prayers, if they be done to the ho-. 
nour:of Chriſt, the _ to which 
we addreſs our ſelves in honour to 
Chriſt, muſt underſtand what is ſaid 
unto them. No man that is not 
mad , will ſpeak to the pitare of a 
King, in hononr to the King. 

All theſe are tricks to entertain 
the people in ignorance, whereupon 
they likewiſe call Images, the books 
of the ignorant}, becauſe they. keep 
the people in ignorance. The 
themſelves hide them inthe time 
Lent, becauſe they hinder De- 
votion. 

The riſe of this evil comes from 
their having taken the holy Scrt- 
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pture from. the common people, in 
liew whereof it behoved them to 
give them ſomewhat elſe to amuſe 
themſelves withall :--to this end in 
the ten Commandments, which they 
read .unto the people; they. have 
taken away the ſecond command- 
ment, wherein.God forbids the ma- 
king of Images,and the worſhipping 
of the reſemblance of any thing that 
is in Heaven,or .on-Earth. Theſe 
are the very words 'of the law of 
God, inthe fifth of Denrreonomy, 
_ verſe the eighth : which I have cop- 
pyed out word by word out of the 
Prench Bible, Tranſlated by the Do- 
' ors of Lovaiye ,Aand approved of 
by the Jeluites. Tx ne te feras pas 
repreſextation Taille, ne ſemblance 
quelconque, de ſe qui aſt anti en 
haut ,ne de.ce quieſt enla Terre embvas, 
ne de ce qui eſt Es eaux deſſons la Ter- 
re. Tuneles adoreras print, et neles || 
ſerviras:lnſtead of Image,they bave [| 
placed Repreſentation, which comes 
all ro one end ; but at the fourth 
chapter, and the ſixteenth verſe, 
| God 


A. Reſolution of Doubts. <6 
God ſpeaks thus, e {fin que para 
<enture' eſtans devine, VOHS We Vous 
fafies fmilitade ralliee, ou Image de 
Maſle ou de Femeſlee. | 
Theſe ſentences are hidden from 
the poor people, to whom they give 
the word of God curtayi'd of one 
commandment : in the old Teſta- 
ment likewiſe, there was not in the 
Temple any Image of 7o/es, of A- 
brabam ,. or of anyother man * the 
Cherubins placed upon the Arke, 
were out of the peoples ſight, and 
were not. Images ( for Angels are 
not corporeal) but chara&ers, and 
markes of their Office ; juſt as they 
paint the vertues; and our Adver- 
faries confels that neither Jeſus 
Chriſt, nor yet his Avoſltles did ever 
command to ſerve Images, it is a 
new humane invention. - 
He then ſhould do a great good of | 
ficero the Church of God, who tak- 
19g away theſe mute Images, which 


do but keep the people in ignorance, 


ſhould render unto them che book 
of Gods word, wherein the lively 
B 3 Image 
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Image of his vertue is ſeen, which is, 
a book for the ignorants, to help 
them out of their ignorance, and to 
inſtruc their ſouls in the knowledge 
of Gods will. 


CHAP. 4. 


Of Prayer and ſerwice ina 
language not underſtood. 


Ne of the moſt groſs and per- 
nitious abuſes, in my opinion , 

1s the cuſtome of praying to God, 
not anderſtandlng what a mans ſelf 
ſfays,and ina language which he that 
prayeth underſtands not : for Saint 
Paxl, in the firſt of the Corinth, the 
fourteenth chapter , and fifteenth 
verſe, will have us to pray with un- 
derſtanding ; how would we have 
God to underſtand us, when we do 
not underftand onr ſelves > God 
doubtleſly underſtands all langua- 
B©S, 


A Reſolution of Doubts, 31 
ges, but in prayer God regards not 
the Tongue, but the heart, which 
cannot be well diſpoſed when it/un- 
derftands not what the Tongue ſays; 
for the Tongue is given to. man, 'to 
witneſs what the heartthinks : now 
he that prayes, not knowing what 
he ſays,doth nor expreſs his thought, 
by his words; and there is no Prince 
who would indure to be ſo ſpoken 
unto, although he underſtand all 
languages : You cannot rebuke a 
man more ſharply then by ſaying , 
My friend you know not what you 
ſay; yet tis in this manner that the 
poor people pray to God, not know. 
ins what they lay, 

The abufe is. yet greater in 
the reading. of the Goſpel , and 
Epiſtle, which in the Roman Church 
1s done in Latin , where the people 
aſliſt, not underſtanding what they 
hear ; what more apparent mockery 
can there be then to ſpeak to one in 
a Tongue which he? underſtands 
not ? If.this be intollerable between 
manand man, how much worſe is it 
7 C 4 thet 
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Image of his vertue is ſeen, which is , 
a book for the ignorants, to heip 
them out of their ignorance, and to 
inſtra> their ſouls in the knowledge 
of Gods will. 


CHAP. 4. 


Of Prayer and ſerwice ina 


language not underſtood. 
Ne of the moſt groſs and per- 


nitious abuſes, in my opinion , 
!s the cuſtome of praying to God, 
not anderſtandlog what a mans ſelf 
ſfays,and ina language which he that 
prayeth underſtands not : for Saint 
Parxl, in the firſt ofthe Corinth, the 
fourteenth chapter , and fifteenth 
verſe, will have us to pray with un- 
derſtanding ; how would we have 
God to underſtand us, when we do 
not underftand oar ſelves > God 
doubtleſly underſtands all. langua- 
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ges, but in prayer God regards not 

the Tongue, but the heart, which 

cannot be well diſpoſed when itun- 

derftands not what the Tongue ſays; 

for the Tongue is given to. man, 'to 

witneſs what the heartthinks : now 

he that prayes, not knowing what 

he ſays,doth not expreſs his chought, 
by his words; and there is no Prince 

who would indureto be ſo ſpoken 

unto, although he underſtand all 

languages : You cannot rebuke a 
man more ſharply then by ſaying , 
My friend you know not what you 
ſay; yet tis in this manner that the 
poor people pray to God, not know. 
ing what they ay, 

The abufe is. yet preater in 

the reading of the Goſpel , and 
Epiſtle, which in the Roman Church 
1s done in Latin , where the people 
aſſiſt, not underſtanding what they 
hear ; what more apparent mockery 
can there be then to ſpeak to one in 
a Tongue which he underſtands 
not ? If.this be intollerable between 
manand man, how much worſe is it 
2 C4 thee 
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that God ſhould -ſpeak to man in an 
unknown Tongue ? for how ſhall 


they obey the inſtructions which 


they underſtand not ? is not this 
the MalediQtion that God denounc- 
eth: by his Prophets. 7 will N_ to 
thes people in anothey tongue, and by 
ſtrange lips, and fo they ſhall not un- 


 derſtand me, ſaith the Lord. There- 


fore the Apoſtle in the firſt of the 
Coriuth;the fourteenth chapter ſays, 
] had rather ſpeak. five words in the 
Cnarch with underſtanding , that by 
2) voice 1 might teach others alſo, 
then ten. thouſand Words in an #1n- 
knoWwy tongue * * and a little before 
he ſayes in the ſame chapter, Ex- 
cepr you ntter by. the Tongue Woras 
eaſie to be renderſtood, how ſhall it be 
knows what 1s ſpoken ? for ye ſhall 
ſpeakinto the Aire;therefore if 1 know 
not the meaning of the voice, 1 ſhall 
be unto bim that ſpeaketh a Barbari- 
an , aud he that ſpeaks ſhall be a Bar- 
barian untome. Behold then an ad- 
micablereligion,in which one ſpeaks 


to. wood and Images, which under. 
ſtant 
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A' Reſolution of Doubts, 77 
ſtand neither the French nor La- 
tir}: but to people who underſtand 
Frerich,' they ſpexk.in Latin. - Peo- 

ple'po toiſee Maſs; but not ro'under- 

ſtand it;and oft times the Prieſt him-- 
felf underſtands not what he ſayes. 

This is: done for two ends : the 

one; that the people may not under-- 
ſtand, but. be keptiintprorance: the: 
other,” 'that it 'may-be'a ſigne of the 
Popes domination, in-that he gives 
us his Tongue: indivine ſervice, as if 
we held our religion of him : juſt as: 
the'KinS of Spare foreeth the'1nd;- 
4456 fpeak Spaniſh, that he may re- 
duce-themunder his goverament -: 
nor can'it be ſaidthat the Maſs is ſaid 

io Latin , for the better accommg- 

dation of Strangers ;- for were it ſo, 

ir would fuffice in a great Town like” 
Pars, toſay ſervice in Latin-in ſome' 
one Pariſh, ſo in all the reit it might: 
be ſaid in French. | 

_ The forbidding the reading of the 


| holy Sccipture, without ſpecial leave 


ro have. it'tran{lated intothe vulgar 
Tongue , proceeds: from. the. ſame 
C 5. ret- 
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that God ſhouidſpcak to man in an 
 prknown Tongue ? for how ſhall 

| they obey the inſtructions which 
they underſtand not ? is not this 
| the Maledition that God denounc- 
eth-by his Prophets.-7 will ſpeak to 

| thes people in another tongue, and by 
| ſtrange lips, and ſo they ſhall not un- | 
derſtand me, ſaith the Lord. There- |}. 
fore the Apoſtle in the firſt of the 
| Corixth;the fourteenth chapter ſays, || * 
1 bad rather ſpeak, five words in the || | 
| Cynarch with underſtanding , that by | 
| 27 wvosce 1 might teach others alſo, || | 
. when ten-thouſand Words in an mn- | 
| knoYvy tongue © and a little before | |, 
| he ſayes in the ſame chapter, Ex- ||, 
| 


cepr you ntter by. the T ongue Words 
eaſie to be underſtood, hovw ſhall it be 
knows what 1s ſpoken ? for ye ſhall 
ſpeakinto the Aire;therefore if [ know |} 
ot the meaning of the voice, 1 ſhall |} 
|} be unto him that ſpeaketh a Barbari- | | 
1k an , aud he that ſpeaks ſhall be a Bar- 
q barian untome, Behola then an ad- ||| 
WW  mMicablereligion,in which one ſpeaks || 
I to wood and Images, which under. | 
ſtage 


m_—_ 


. WW. S 0 UT hf} 


A' Reſolution of Donbts, 37 
ſtand neither the French nor La- 
tin: but to people who underſtand 
French; they ſpeak. in Latin. - Peo- 
ple go to'ſee Maſs; but not ro'under- 
ſtand ir;and oft times the Prieſt him- 
felf underſtands not what he ſayes. 

This is: done for two ends : the 
one; that the people may not under- 
ſtand; but-be'keptiintgrorance: the 


| other} that it 'may-be'a figne of the 


Popes domination, tn'that he gives 
us his Tongue: inddivine ſervice, as if 
we held our religion'of him : juſt as 
the'Kinp of | Sprne forceth the' 1yd;- 
4x50 fpeak Spaniſh; that he may re- 
duce-them-under his government -- 
nor can'it be ſaidthat the Maſs is ſaid 
i7 Latin , for the better accommg- 
dation of Strangers ;- for were it ſo, 
it wobld fufice in 4 great Town like” 
Pars, toſay ſervice in Latinin ſome: 
one Pariſh, ſo in all the relt it might: 

be ſaid in French. | 
The forbidding thereading of the 
holy Scripture, without ſpecial leave 
ro have: it'tranſ{lated intothe vulgar 
Tongue, proceeds: from. the. ſame 
C 5, rea- 
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ſon: tisas much asto ſay, they wilt 
got ſuffer children to read their Fa- 
thers Teſtament, .and; that; men are 
grown jealous of God, as if he had 
left us his word to abule us. The A- 
poſtie Saint Pax writ long Epiſtles 
ro the Epheſians, Corinthians , and 
Philipians, 1n their owne Tongue, to 
the end chat all might read, and un- 
derſtand. what hewrit-; wherefore 
may not we read the ſame Epiſtles in 
our language, ſince they read them in. 
theirs ? The Apoſtle alſo in the 
firſt to. the Theſſalon;ans,and the 
fifch chapter : ſayes,. /[ charge you by 
the Lord, that this Epiſple be read to. 
all the holy Brethren, Thus in the 
t-. of the A&s , verſe the 21. 
Fhe people of Berea are commend= 
ed', for that they conferred. dayly- 
upon the Seriptures; to ſee if it were 
ſo as Saint Paxl had- preached unto- 
them. Saint Paz/'tn the ſecond to: 
Timothy, and the third .chapter , 
praiſeth his diſciple 7 :wortby for that 
from his infancy he had cognizance- 
@f the holy Writ : in fine, itis an 

- Invention: 
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invention altogether new , and a ty- 
ranny beyond ex2mple, to inhibic 
the reading of the word of God, 
for fear leaſt a man ſhould become 
an heretick; that is to ſay , leaſt he 
thould come to know the abuſes of 
the Church of Rome ; in Countryes: 
where the inquiſition reigns, baudy 
houſes are permitted ; and the Pope 
in Rome receives Lribute from them. 
Books of Fables', and unchaſt loves 
are there permitted, bur if one be: 
found to have an 7ralian, or a Spa- 
ziſp Bible, tis an inquiſition buſineſs: 
If the reading of the holy Scripture 
be forbidden,becauſe ſome.may per- 
haps abuſe it ; wherefore do they 
not likewiſe forbid: preaching, for 
many abuſe it; how many people 
are there that abuſe the goodneſs of 
God ? ſhould we therefore aboliſh. 
this goodneſs, or blot out the me- 
mory thereof > Breifly, if any men- 
tion be made of the holy Scripture 
in the Church of Rome, the reform- 
ed Church muft be thanked for it ; 
for were it not for it, the holy Scri- 

| pture 
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pture would be a book totally un- 
known to the people : Hence pro. 
ceeds the hatred, fire, and fagot; for 
as” Thieves love darkneſs, "Y they 
who abuſe the people out of Avarice 
and ambition, hate che light of che 


word of God. 


CHAP. V. 


V pon the Invocation of 
Angels, and Saints that 
arealready dead. 


He Tnvocation of Anpels, and 

of Saints deceaſed, hack ſome ap- 
pearance of devotion and. bumble- 
neſs of ſpirit; butit is contrary to: 
_ Gods word, which forbids the wor- 
thiping of Angels, as in the ſecond | 
tothe Coloflians, Let no man be-. 
$11: you-of your- reward ins voluns. 
try humility. and Worſhiping of Ans 
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gels, intruding into thoſe things Which: 
hehath not ſeen. The ſame Apoſtle 
inthe tenth to the Romans , forbids 
calling upon any one ſave :him on 
whomthey do believe; Fow:ſaies he) 
fall they- call upon him whom they. 
have not believed? But 'we believe 
only in God alone; the Creed 
teacheta us to: believe in the Fa- 


ther, Son, and holy-Ghoſt;. not in. 


the Creature :. Thereforein the 22. 
of the Apochalips, when St. Zohn. 
would have proſtrated himſelf be- 
fore the Angel , the ſaid Angel bin- 
.dred him, ſaying, 7 ake heed leſt thou: 
deſt it; am a ſervant as thou art;wor-: 
ſhip God. St. Fames will have us. 
pray in faith; and the Apoſtle in. 
the 14 to Romars, ſaich, that #/hat- 
fſorver 1s done Without: faith, is. fn- 
Now the invocation of Saints. can- 
not be done in faith, . becauſe it is 
not grounded. upon. the word of 
God : For the ſame Apoſtle faies: 
in the 12 to. the Romans, Faith: 
comes by beartn g', and hearing comes: 
by: the. mord. of” God, But. that we: 


als 
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are not commanded by God in his 
word to invocate Saints,is confeſſed 
by the DoQorsof theRowmiſs Church, 
nor hath any of them been ever able 
yet to bring a Commandment of 
God for it. Hear what Father 
{otton ſaies thereupon in the firſt 
Book of his Inſtitution, inthe Chap- 
ter of Invocation of Saints, As 
touching the Commandment to pray 
#nto aud invoke Saints, the Charch 
hath never taught that there Was any 
ſuch, | 
If we muſt call upon Saints, con- 
ſequently they muſt -know 'our 
thoughts, and our hearts, and muſt 
diſcern between them and hypo- 
crites; true prayer proceeding from 
the heart. Now this belongs only 
to God, as he ſates in the ſecond of 
the Chronicles, the ſixth 'Chapter, 
verſe 30. Ged only knows the hearts of 
zen. Wherefore the Scripture cals 
God the ſearcher of hearts, Aﬀts 2.24. 
as that being only proper unto him: 
Fo ſay that the Saints behold all 
things in the face of God ; as ina 

| 4 claſs 
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olaſs, isto conjeaure, not being 
caught by the word of God; it is 
alſo to make 'the: Saints know all 
things, and conſequently to make 
them equal to Godin knowleds. 
Bur the Scripture ſaies, that The 
Angels know not the day of judgment, 
Aat: 2. and Mar.23. and S, Paul 
mthe 3. to the Epheſrans, ſpeaking 
of the wiſdome of God, touching 
the: myſteryes of our redemption, 
fayes,that God hath made it known to 
Principalities & powers. He alſo calls 
powers Anpelical, and the wiſe man 
m the ninth of *Ezcle/ixftes, excludes 
the deadfor having *any knowledge 
of humane affairs;.zþe dead(fays he ) 
know nothing , neitgpenbave they any: 
morea reward, neither have they any 
portion for ever in any thing that is 
done ander the '$41. And Fob in his 
fourteenth chapter, ſpeaking ofa Fa- 
ther that is dead. His Sons(fayes he) 
come to hononr, and he knoweth it not ;. 
and they are brought low, but he per- 
ceiveth 16 nor. | 
The ordinary excuſe is, that they 

i no 
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are not commanded by God in his 
word to invocate Saints,is confeſſed 
by the DoRorsof theRomiſh Church, 
nor hath any of them been ever able 
yet to bring a Commandment of 
God for it. Hear what Father 
{otton ſaies thereupon in the firſt 
Book of his Inſtitution, in the Chap- 
ter of Invocation. of Saints, As 
touching the Commanament to pray 
#nto aud mwvoke Saints, the Charch 
hath never taught that there Was any 

fach, | 
© If we muſt call upon Saints, con- 
ſequently they muſt know 'our 
thoughts, and ourhearts, and muſt 
diſcern between them and hypo- 
crites; true prayer proceeding from 
the heart: Now this belongs only 
to God, as he ſaies in the ſecond of 
the Chronicles, the ſixth 'Chapter, 
verſe 30. Ged only knows the hearts of 
»1en. Wherefore the Scripture cals 
God the ſearcher of hearts, Afts 2.24. 
as that being only proper unto him: 
To ſay that the Saints behold all 
things in the face of God ;; as ina 
| Th claſs 
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laſs, isto conjecture, not being 
caught by. the word of God; it is 
alſo -to make 'the Saints know all 
things, and conſequently to make 
them equal to Godin knowleds. 
Burt the Scripture ſaies, that The 
Angels know not the day of judgment, 
Mat: 2. and Mar.23. and S, Paul 
t.the 3. to the Epheſians, ſpeaking 
of the wiſdome of God, touching 
the myſteryes of our redemption, 
fayes,that God hath mage it known to 
Principalities & powers. He alſocalls 
powers Angelical, and the wiſe man 
im the ninth of *Ezc/e/;aftes, excludes 
the dead for having *any knowledge 
of humane affairs; the dead{fays he) 
know nothing , neither have they any: 
morea reward, neither have they any 
portion for ever in any thing. that is 
done finder the '$1n. And Fob in his 
fourteenth chapter, ſpeaking ofa Fa- 
ther that is dead. His Son:(fayes he) 
come to hononr, and he knoweth it not ; 
and they are brought low, but he per- 
ceiveth 16 nor. | 

The ordinary excuſe is, that they 
: £0 
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g0 to God by: the Saints, as men go 
to a King by his Officers, but it is 
not the-ſame thing, for Kings ace not 
every Where, -:nor-do they: hear all 
things, ; nor is it, fitting: that every 
one ſhonld ſpeak unto them : 'they 
had need to be informed of the 
truth of things by third perſons; but. 
it fares not. thus-with: God, -who: 
knows all things, and with one ohely: 
look, ſees allgthe men-inthe world, 
and underſtands their prayers; -not 
needing to have them reported by a= 
Bother : nay more,itis he who'forms 
the prayers. 1n'.our hearts':': whence! 
it follows , that: the prayer which 
God himſelf hath formed in us,muſt: 
needs be pleaſing to him, and needs. 
not to. be recommended to him; by. 
Saints. And.ſay this compariſoa be: 
tween God and Kings: were-:to, be. 
admitted of; if a King call any one, 
he muſt go ſtreight unto him ; and: 
God calls us, ſaying, Come unto me: 
all ye thar labour, and are heavy la- 
den,and'T will give yort reſt, Mat. 11. 
and. 28. and when God calls us his. 
| - Childrem 
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Children, he gives us thereby liber- 
ty to come ftraight unto him-, for 
children_need no third ' perſons to 
ſpeak unto-their Father. | 

Moreover we have an Advocate, 
and Taterceflor to God, to wit, our 
Lord Jeſus, the Son of God, and 
there is none other. Saint Paul in 
the firſt to Timothy, and ſecond 


Chapter, fayes thus, There 1s one 


Goa, and one Mediator between God. 
and Man, towit, the man Chriſt : as 
then there are not two ſorts of 
Gods, neither are there two forts of 
Mediatours; and Saing John in his 
firſt Epiſtle, and ſecond chapter, and 
firſt verſe; we have an Advecate with 


| the Father,eſus Chriſt the righteous, 
| and he is the propitiation for our ſins. 


And in th2 fourteenth 0. S. John, 
1 am the way, the truth, ani the life; 
9 man comes to the Father but by 
me. 
The greateſt abuſe js , that in the 
Church of Rome, they make Saints, 
not onely Mediators,of Interceſſion, 
buc eyen our Redeemers; for in the 
| Mats, 
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Maſs, the Prieſt prayes ſalvation at 
Gods hands for their merit fake; and 
they hold that the Saints have un- 
dergon more pains and Trouble then 
their ſins did deſerve, and this they 
call the ſuperabundant ſatisfaction 
of Saints; which the Pope gathers 
into the Treaſury of the Church, 
and diſtributes them out by Jubile's 
and Indulgencies, making them pay 
ſatisfaction for the ſins of others. 

I omit a thouſand other abuſes in 
this behalf,as the commitiions,or im- 
ployments they give unto Saints; as 
to one, the cure of ſuch a malady, 
to another the Guardianſhip of ſuch 
a Towne, to another the chief care 
over Coblers, and to another the 
like over Horſes;alſ> che Popes vſar- 
pation in placing ſich 2s he plzafeth 
inthe role of Saints, whici 1s that 
which they call cannonizins, The 
cauſe is pleaded at the Popes Con- 
ciſtory ; where many ſmall Saints 
have loſt their ſuits; and are not now 
in Paradiſe, becauſe men have not 
been propitious and favourable to 

them; 
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them ; all rhis is-to inrich the Pope, 
and to inhance his dignity, and is 
grounded upon the written 'word ; 
that 15 to ſay , upon the Traditions 
of men. 


pr EEE 
P——_ 


CHAP. 6. 


Of the forbearing of certain 
meats. 


ho Enemy of our ſalvation ſ2- 
bours toaccompliſh Saint Paxls 
prophecie,in the firſt 9977 20:hy,and 
the fourth Chapter, where he ſayes; 
Now the Spirit ſpeaketh expreſly , 
thar in the latter times {ome ſhall de+ 
part from the faith, giving heed to ſe- 
ducing Spirits, and aoftrines of De- 
vils ; forbidding to marry, and com- 
manding to abſtain from meats, Which 
Ged hath created to be received With 
thanksgiving, of them which believe 
and know the trath ; for every crea- 
ture 
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of God z5 good, and nothing ito be re- 
faſed With rhanksgiving. 

He marks out unto us certain falſe 
Teachers, who ſhall teach abſtenan- 
cy from meats, and marriage; which 
are things agrecable to the doctrin of 
the Church of Rome; the ſame abſte- 
nance from meats, is condemned by 
the ſame Apoſtle in the tenth chap- 
ter,of the firſt co the Corinths. What- 
ſoever is ſold in the Shambles that eat, 
asking no queſtion for conſcience ſake, 
for rhe earth is the Lords, and the 
felneſs thereof; If any of them that 
believe not bid you to a feaſt, & you be 
aiſpoſed to go, whatſoever is. ſet before 
you eat, aching no queſtion for conſcr- 
exce ſake : and in the ſecond chaprer! 
of the Epiſtle to the (oloftans, he 
blames thoſe that ſay ; Tuvach not , 
taſte not, handle not, Which are after . 
the commandments and deftrines of 
men : and tFthe end that we may 
think that he ſpeaks not onely 
to thoſe that abſtain from meats, be- 
cauſe they think them pollured and 
abominable of their owne nature 

(which. 
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(which is the uſual evaſion) the A- 
poſtle declares that he ſpeaks of 
thoſe that abſtain out of humility of 
Spirit, and voluntary devotion, that 
they may not ſpare the body , but 
tubdue the fleſh: z/þhich things(faith 
he) have indeed a ſhew of Wiſdome 
;n wilwor ſhip, and humility, and neg- 
_ of the body , not in any honour 
to the (atisfying of the fleſh. | 

The Cons o teſ is full of theſe 
obſervations, there being above five 
months in the year , in which they 
abſtain from divers ſorts of meats. A 
Thing which Jeſus Chriſt never pra- 
Ciſed; for in the week before Eaſter, 
his cuſtome was. toeat the Paſchal 
Lamb: in theſe dayes if a man con- 
feſs he hath committed whoredome 
or Theft, the Prieſt eaſily gives him 
abſolution, impoſing ſome {hght-pe- 
nance upon him, but if he confeſs 
he hath eaten fleſh in the holy week, 
the Prieſt cannot abſolve him, bur 
ſends him tothe Penetentiary, for tis 
a ſmall thing to tranſgreſs the laws 
of God, in compariſon of a+ 
bne 
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the Popes Ordinances; yet the Pope, 
Cardinals, and Prelates,dooft-times 
diſpence with themſelves for eating 
of fleſh in Lent. The Prieſts when 
they eat the Hoſtea , pretend that 
they eat fleſh, without any re- 
ſpect of Lent: ſuch abſtinences are 
given to God for payment, and faſt- 
ing is placed amongſt ſatisfaRtions ; 
as if I would pay mydebts by faſting, 
preſuming that my creditors would 
make me ſome abatement for that I 
eat nothing but fiſh at dinner. This 
abuſe is grown to that paſs, as one 
man may faſt for another, and make 
ſatisfaction for him; and that one 
who is injoyned by the Prieſt-tofaſt 
for pennance, may buy out his faſt- 
ing for money. 

Sobriety and abſtenance is a holy 
and belſſed thing. provided thatit do 
not degenerate into-ſuperſtition, and 
opinion of merit,or ſatisfation : for 
then anexerciſe of humility is turn- 
ed to a matter of pride, and that 
which ſhould. ſerve to diſcover our 
fins to God, is changed into a 

cover 
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cover of Hypocriſie. 
All this ſerves to highten the Popes 
power and dignity', who by this 
means uſurps a power to preſcribe 
Laws to kitchins, and to bellyes, and 
rules unto Markets, and the more 
offences are committed , the more 
addreſles are made to him for Par- 

don: 
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F CHAP. 7. 


Of fuagle life, and abſt ain- 


ing from Marriage. 
A S touching the forbidding of 

Marriage, Saint Pax! tells us 
itisadocrine-of Devils; in the A- 
poſtles time marriage was permitted 
co the Paſttors of the Church, wit- 
neſs the ſame Apoſtle, in the firſt to 
Timothy» and the third chapter. 4 
Biſhop muſt be blameleſs, the husband 


of one Wife , one that rnleth well his 
010 
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owne houſe, having his children in 
ſubjeftion with all gravity; and a 
little after, Lee the Deacons be the 
Husbands of one Wiſe , ruling their 
chilaren , andtheir owne honſes well. 
And inthe eleventh verſe, he wil have 
| their Fives be grave, not ſlanderers, 
ſober, faithful in all things,&c. And 
in the ſeventh chapter, of the firſt 
to the Corinthians, To avoid forms. 
cation, let every man have his owne 
wife, and every V Vife her oWne hus- 
band. Obſerve, that word every 
24x, to the end,that Prieſts may not 
be excepted,and likewiſe che word zo 
avoid farrication,this commandment 
1s given then to all ſuch as afe apt to 
commit fornication , conſequently: 
co Prieſts : ſo were the Prophets,and 
High Prieſts married. - Saint Peter 
was married, for in the firſt chapter 
of Saint ark, there you have 


mention made of the mother of 


Saint Peters wife. 
On the contrary, inthe Church of 
Rome marriage is forbidden to all 


Clerks and Friers: if a Prieſt be 
> known 
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known to have a Whore, no body is 
troubled at ir. | 
0 publickly'into baudy houſes ; but 


it would be a prodigie to ſee a Prieft - 
_ ' They objeR-unto us, that - 

Shave made a yvow not to mar- 
'TY; but have they notalfo vowed to 


Prie 


obey Gods commandments, which 
forbids fornication? and which com- 
mands to marry,rather then to burn. 
Vows aregood, when they vow good 


things, and fuch as are in our power; 


bur it-is not alwayes in the power of 
man to abſtaine from Concupiſence: 
Single life is good, and to. be praiſed, 
but:co ſuch onely as bave the gifc of 
continency, which but very few men 
have : If marriage be a Sacrament to 
ſome, how can it be ſacriledge to 0+ 
thers?Does the Pope do wel to allow 
of baudy-houſes,& forbid marriage? 
In ſhort, where is it that God hath 


forbidden' Church-men to- marry ? 


where is there any word thereof in 
che word of Ged?This hath certainly 
been invented for the preſervation of 
the Churches wealth, leaſt Biſbops, 
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and - Curates: might accommodate |} 
their children therewithall. 
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CHAP. 8. 


Of. Pargatory. 


T He Pargatory of the Church of 
Rome, hath this Maxime for its | 
_ ground work; that by 'the Paſfion 
'of our Saviour Chrift, we are dif- 
charged, 'and freed'from thepuile;, 
and puniſhment of ſins' committed | 
before baptiſm ; but as for fins come» || - 
mitted after baptiſme, it belongs || 
ro us to fatisfie God'for thetn in 
this life, by pennance, and after this 
life; ina fire; which they call Pyrga- 
rory, the torment whereof is. not- 
withſtanding fhortned;by — 
and ſuffrages of ſuch as are alive,a 

. by the Popes indpigencies. This do-. 
*Atine is not forind "ip the: holy Sert- 

pture, but is Urawn from cheunweic- | 
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ren-word, and is otie of the ey 
of Romes Tradition, which hereby 
gets great wealehs for that the Maſs, 
Suffrages, and Indulgenties , by 
means whereof this'\toxfgent'is ſhort. | 
ned”, are fold ata deerrate: For no 
particular Maſs isſaid for any one, 
unleſs he or his Gre an have made - 


, _ rheir agreement / in giving - 


omeiwhat to the! Church; theſe ſpi- 
ritual /gracevare Hot. fot the poorer 


- fort of men; | 


There are no-the leaſt footiteps 


Sound: 'of this Purgatory, neither in 


the old nor-new Teſtament; but on 


.the contrary: we thetein hear of di- 
vers who" immediately' after .death 
-enter"into Paradiſe, \and [have been 
-peacefally received; fo in the ſecond 


of Luke, good old Simeon teſtifies 
that he was promiſed to be received 
in peace after he had ſeen-the 2e[#- 
43+ Saint Pa#t in the ſecond to Ty- 
morhy and fourth Chapter ſayes ; -/ 
have fought the good fight, 1 have fi 
wthed my courſe, 1 havekepe rhe faith; 


beneforh there 5s laid = for mea 


D 2 $r008 


. A 
% - 


2 | A Reſolution of Doubts. 
crown of righteouſneſs,Wwhich the Lord 
the reghteons Fudge ſhall give me at 
that day; and. not ontly ro me, but 
#nto all them alſo: _ that love 
his appearing. Lazarm, his ſoul in 
the 16 of Luke, is carried immedi 
ately after his death into Abrahams 
bofome., where he is comforted, 
- . whilſt che wicked rich man istor- 
mented. Jeſus Chriſt ſayes [to the 
good Thief,,, which was. crucified 
with him, This day ſoalt them be 
with me in Paradiſe. The Angel of 
God in the fourteenth of the Reve- 
lation ſayes.. . Blefſed are: the dead 
4 wy aie in the Lord,from pen, 
yea, ſaith the Spirit, that t 
= from = 297 note hat wn 
follow them : if they reſt from their 
labours, they are not tormented in 
;fire,. Saint, Pax. in the. ſecond;:to 
.the Corinthians, the'fifth- Chapter, 
For We know that if oxr earthly houſe 
of this T abernacle were diſſolved, we 
bave a building of God, a bouſe not 
made with hands » eternally inthe 

Heavens, How came;he'to forget 
| Purga. 


A Reſolution of Doubts, 54 -" 
Purgatoty, which is placed between | 
thefe two ? | | 

If there be a Parpatoty, the 
uſe thereof muſt be to. purge, and 


| change ſome pollations, ſpots, or 


impurityes: Now, ſay they, there 
are we things in fin;-to wit, the 
Suile ,, and the puniſhment; the pol- 
lution, and impurity, -is not in the 
puniſhment, for the puniſhment is 
juſt,: and comes from God ; then if 
there be any pollution-or 1mparity, 
ic muſt be in the guilt, and conſe- 
quently the fault muſt be purged and 
cieanſed in Purgatory;notwithſtand- - 


ing the Church of Rowe will not that 


thar be purged in Purgatory , for 
they ſay that all our fault, or Ma- 
lam culpe is taken away by the re- 
demption- of Jeſus Chriſt; being 
forced ſo to do,. by the ſaying of St. 
7ohn,in the firſt chapter of his firſt E- 
piſtle.The blood of Feſns Chriſt clean- 
ſeth us from all fins * and by the ſe- 
cond Chapter to-tl e* Coloſſians, 
which layes, Ana you bring dead in 
your fins.,, and the Circumciſion of © 
D- 3 your 


$4 AReſelmtionof Dotbre. 
your flefi,hath he quickned altogether 
with him ( ſpeaking of Chriſt )*hav- 


| S Ig" forgiven yon all 'Treſpaſſes ;i'fo 


there  remaines * no Pollution. to 
be purged io Pargatory: © © > 
- 'Whence inſues'anotber-andenia+ . 
ble: conſequence; for "if ' the holy: 
Scripture ſay-that'all onr'ſins are 
forgiven us in Jeſus Chriſt, why 
ſhould God puniſh rhem againe*'? | 
does' God-torment his children'in_. 
ſcorching fire, for ſins that are al- 
ready - pardoned, and for which Je- 
fus Chriſt hath given plenary fſatif- 
faRion ? if thoſe ſonls which are ſaid 
to be tormented in Purgatory be 
void of fault, it' follows neceſfarily, 
that if God puniſh them, he priniſh.. - 
eth thoſe that are no longer guilty-, 
that he punifheth ſins that are par- 
 doned, and exaQs debts which are 
aiready' paid :*twould be an unjuſt 
thing to treat ſo with ones enemies ; 
how much leſs will God , who is 
goodnels it ſelf, deal ſo with his clHil- | 
dren ? 2S | 
Cenainly this dorine teacheth: 
| | men 


_— 


x4 Ke "S: * oe” © > ER GE, as * "* L II bk a0 - ol 25s Lt arts 6 . AY "20-7 K 
"* RT; TY 6 ng ?, v9, AFR Wb, Ed fla So 
> b Not <8” p « : - WW; F 4 - 
7 ; = 4 . 
x? > 
+ 1e/ OZHEION © 
x p : \ - -, _ 


2s 


mento bediſloyal, and; revengeful ;. 


for hewho by the. mediation. of 'his 


friends, is reconciled to-his enemy, 
and ſhall have pardoned him; may 
make him afterwards, be treache- - 
rouſly kild-; and fay, tis true, I par- 
doned/ him his: fault , but not. his 
puniſhment: for will ygu have me: 
be' more patient, or mercifnl then 
God, who deals thus with us ? who 
after having declared that all our 
faults are: forgiven, ceaſeth not to 
torment us, Iknow not how many- 
thouſand years'in ſcorching fire. 

I confeſs that Ged after having 
forgiveour fins, ceaſeth not to pu- 
niſh us in this life, to amend us and-. 
keep os in his fear ; ſuch puniſh-- 
ments, are Fatherly correions ; if 
God ſhould not puniſh us ſo, he. 
ſhould puniſh us more by not pu- 
niſhing ns; for the ſinner whois not: 
puniſhed,is juld a ſleepin his fin,and. 


- eloryes in his miſchief: but it fares 


not thus in the torments of Purga. 
tory, which ſerve not to amend the. 
ſtoner, or to make him more wiſe, 
| D 4. ſince. 
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* 56 A Reſolution of Donbre. 
fince they affirm that in Purgatory 
fouls fin no more : for the Church 
of Rome holds, that the pains of _ 
gatory ate not Chaſtiſements , 
Correcttons; but fatisfactions, ro hon 
by to pay and content Gods Juſtice: 
- fuch puniſhments. are incompatt. 
ble, with the free pardon of all our 
fins by Jefas Chriſt, and with the 
ſtile of Father, which God takes un- | 
to bimſelf in his word ; for a father: 
never chaſtneth his Children out of 
fatisfation to himſelf; but ro make 
them the better; and tis hard to be-. 
lieve' that God delights to burn his 


p5 Children millions of yearsin ſcorch- | 


, ing fire, after having pardoned all 
their (ins. 

For ifJeſus Chriſt be the Saviour of, . 
and Interceſſor for thoſe poor ſouls 
which burn in Purgatory ; where- 
fore come they not out from thence 
at his interceſſion > and yet they 
ſhall come from thence by Papal 
Indulgencies. 

Or if thedeath of Jeſus Chriſt be 


ſufficient to redeem a ſoul out of 
Pure 


x 
h 
: 


A' Refolution of Donbrs, 575 


Purgatory, why ſhould it not do ſo?: . 


is it to believed that God puts not as. 
great a valuation upon his ſons death 
as'it doth deſerve? Be 

And if Pargatory ſhall end at 
Doomes day, ( as the Romaniſts - 
affirm) thoſe who: ſhall live inthe 
age next tothe day of Judgement, 
ſhall be exempt from Purgatory, and 


if one ape be exempt, why not all the 
. reſt ? or why ſhould God be more 


merciful to themthen tous? orif 
the Pope can take ſonls out: of: Pur- 


Satory - by : vertue of his indulgen- 


cies, why takes he not more ſouls 
from thence > why ſuffers he ſo ma- 
ny ſouls to: be- tormented in. fire , 
when he can ſet them free > 


-- To fay truth; he hath cri'd downe 


his merchandiſe,in giving his pardons 
in ſo ridiculous a manner. There 
are ſome priviledged Altars., upon: 
which if any one cauſe a Maſs to 
ſaid on ſuch a day, he takes any one 
foul which he pleaſeth out of Purga- 
tory; but not without paying for it - 


he gives pardonsof 1590.0 years,tc- 
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. 85 A Riſolitionof Doubts. 
F . gether with ſo many forty dayes 
bi oo to which adds pardon for the- 
' third part of their ſins;, and a man 
may gaine. in one- day at' Rowe, 
ewelye hundred. thouſand years 
pardon. | 
- Notwithſtanding, the Prieſt in 
faying Maſs prayes for: the dead,. in 
fach terms as-if he did not-believe 
there were a Purgatory. Thele ate 
the words of the Maſs. Remember O 
Lord thy. ſervants, who are” gone bee 
fore 145 with the fipne of faith; and whe 
#3j05 4 peaceful ſleep : they are not 
then rormented in fire; if they ſleep 
peacefully, | t? 
And tis about one thouſand and 
twenty years ago, {ince Pope Grege- 
r39-writ his Dialogue, in- which he 
places Purgatory in Baths, Rivers,in 
the wind ; and under the leaves of 
:Trees ; he did not then believe that. 
Pargatory - which- is now believ: 


Therefore the paſſages which they- 

alledge for Purgatory, are almoſt all- 

| of, them Alegorical, and Figurative; , 
a "*” wh 
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A" Reſolution of Donbre.. 59. 

which are of no force in diſputation: - 
they beaſt onely of that paſſage of: 
Saimt Matthew in his twelfth Chap- 
ter, That the fin againſt the holy Ghoſt : 
ſeal never be forgiven neither in this. 
world nor in the warld ro come. The 
world to come,cannot be underftood: _ 
by Purgatory, becauſe they ſay itis- 

. already in- being ; but it is the day. 

_ of jvdgement - and Jeſus: Chriſt: 
would by thoſe words: fay. onely 
that he who ſhall fin againſt the holy. - 
Ghoſt, ſhall be puniſh'd both in this: 
life, and eternally-after : for if by 
the world tocome, they will under-- 
ſtand fire, I may with like _ Un- 
derſtand Snow, or Ice. 

- - Such aone is the paſſage in- hs 
firſt ro the Corntbians,and the third. 
chapter, where mention is made of _ 
gold, filver, wood, haye, ſtraw, _ 
tryal, and fire, which is an Alego- 
rical paſſage, and wherein there is 
no ſpeech of. tormenting ſouls af-- 

| terthislife.. | | 
The prayer forthe dead, which! 

is- ſpoken of in Marckabjes-2: 12.. 

makes, = 
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. 38 A Rifolitionof Doubrs. 
_ . Sether with ſo many. forty dayes 
bs! ou” to which adds pardon for the- 
' third part of theirſins;. and a man 
may gaine. in one-day at' Rowe, 
ewelye hundred. thouſand years 
pardon. | | 
\ Notwithſtanding, the Prieſt in 
faying Maſs prayes for: the dead. in 
fach terms as. it he did not believe 
there were a Purgatory. Thele ate 
the words of the Maſs. Remember O 
Lord thy. ſervants, who are” gone bee 
fore us with the figne of faith, and whe 
#j0y 4 peaceful ſleep : they are not 
then rormented in fire; if they ſleep. 
peacefully. | | 
. And tis abokit one thouſand and 
twenty years ago, fince Pope Grego-. || 
73-writ his Dialogue, in; which he- 
places Purgatory in Baths, Rivers,in 
the wind ; and under the leaves of 
[Trees ; he did not then believe that. 
wes whiclt- is -now belicv: 


Therefore the paſſages which they- 
| alledge for Purgatory, are almoſt all- 
| of, them Alegorical, and Figurative; . 
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A" Refolntion of” Doubts. 59; 

which are of no force indiſputation:: - 

they beaſt onely of that paſſage of: 5 

Saint Matthew in his twelfth Chap- 

's | ter, That the fin againſt the holy Ghoſt : 

L foal never be forgiven; neither in this. 
world nor in the warld to come, The. 
world to come,cannot be underftood: 
by Purgatory, becauſe they ſay itis- 

. already in-being ; bur it is the day. 
of- j»vdgement :. and Jeſus: Chriſt: 
would by thoſe words: ſay. onely, _ 
that he who ſhall fin againſt the holy. - | 
Ghoſt; ſhall be puniſh'd both in this: 
life, and eternally-after-- for if by 

- the world tocome, they will under-- 
ſtand fire, I may with like liberty un- 
derſtand Snow, or Ice. . 

+ Such aone is the paſſage in als 
firſt ro the Corinthians,and the third. 

. chapter, where mention is made of 
gold, filver, wood, haye, ſtraws, 
tryal, and fire, which is an Alego- 
rical paſſage, and wherein there is 
no ſpeech of. tormenting ſouls af 
ter this life.. | 

The prayer forthe dead, which: 
is ſpoken of in Marchabres-2: 12. 
makes>; 
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60 A Reſolution of Dontbes, 


makes. rather againſt Purgatory 


= then for it : for che Author teſti- 
' fies;thac Fadas praying for the dead, 


had reſpe&R unto the-reſure&tion. Do- 
»ng therein very Well and honeſtly, in 


| that be was mindful off the reſurreti. 


#9; for if be had not hoped that they. 
that were flain. ſhould have riſen a- 
gaine , it had been [uperfinous and 


- wvainto pray. for the dead, It appears 


by this Fexr, that the prayer for the 


dead which Judas made, was that 


they might riſe againe to ſalvation, 
and not that they might be taken out 
from the fire of Purgatory. Moreo. 
wer this book is Apacrypha, for it is 
not found in the original of the Old 
Teſtament, which 1s. the Hebrew Bi- 
ble ; wherefore neither Jeſus Chriſt, 
nor any of his Apoſtles,doever quote 
the;books.of the Maccabees, nor any 
other of the Apocrypha.The Author 
himſelf ſayes, that: his intention in. 
this-book is: to make .an abridgment 
of 'the hiſtory of 74/0x, the (Jrem- 


-#n:. andſhall the abridgement of a 


propbave book, be acconnted Cano. 
Eq ical 
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A Reſolution of Doubrs: - 5 4 
nical Scripture ? Finally, the Au- * 


thor himſelf, about che end of this 2 


book, doubts whether: he bath ſaid 


well or no, according to the Hi: . © 


ſtory ; and ſayes by way of excuſe, | 
that he hath done it as well as he 
could ; this cannot be the language 


of the Spirit of God, which doubts | 


not whether it hath ſaid-well or no : 
doth. not excuſe it ſelf to men : tis 
true, the Spirit of God ſayes in the 
eApocalips, that nothing of polju- 
ted ſhall enter into the Kingdome of 
heaven ; but by thiofe that are pol-. 
luted, he intends the prophane, and 
wicked ; for Saint 7ohy ſayes here- 
upon, That the biood of Feſus Chriſt, 
hath cleanſed mw from all ſin. 
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CHAP. 9. 


Of the merit of works, and 
of juſtification by 


works. 


He Church of Rome teacheth,. 
that man by his good works- 
may merit- eternal life : and main- 
raines that man is- juſtified before 
God, by the works of the Law ; and 
thereupon, to render the doctrine of 
thoſe of the true religion odious,. 


. they accuſe them of teaching ,* that 
good works are of no uſe, and make 
* -nothing for ſalvation, and that faith 


onely juſtifies ,. without. any need: 
of giving our ſelves to do good. 
works ;.an abominable doQrine,and 
worthy of all ſorts of puniſhments,. 

asthat which aboliſheth all honeſty. 

and vertue; and lets the. reins looſe- 
to all ſorts..of vice. 


from Popery,: hold-.good works to 


be neceſlary to falyatien , and that - 


there is no other way whereby to 
come byeternal life; they fay that 
Faith without works: is, dead, and 
cannotyuſtifie.; good works ſerve to 


glorifie God-, rn #9 our. neigh- 
bours,to ſtrengthen faich by. praQtiſe, _  - 


ro- plat us anto the way of eternal 


life. They ſay onely-that good works + 


do not merit ſalyation , and make 


not ap the price of: this purchaſe ; .. 


they are the way to come'by ſalvati- 


on, but not the price thereof, which 


is ſufficiently purchaſt for us by the- 


meer redemptionof our-Saviour Je-— 


ſas Chriſt;:They ſay alſo thatthough: 
faith alone, and without works can- 
not juſtifie,. yet it is ſhe alone that: 


hath the vertue to juſtifie us- before: 


God. - Yi = 
_ 1. He.thatwill. merit -ought-at: any- 


manshand<(asifja ſubjet would pre-- 


tend to- merit-anythingfrom his So- 


yeraign)theaR.hedoes muſt be more. 
5-18 ” ae 
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A Reſolution-of Doubts: 6% 
On the contrary, thoſe 'of the ' 
Chriſtian Religion, which is purged 
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64 A Reſolution of Donbrs. 
-thev what is dne; for a man merits 
not by paying his debts. be muſt 

tkewiſe offer ſomething of his own, 
for if he offer unto his Prince, any 
thing which was formerly due unto 
that Prince, there is no merit there- 
in. Thirdly, the work he does muſt 
.. be of ſervice, or uſe to his Prince ; 
| for a man cannot merit at another 
| mans hands, for what is no ways ad- 
| yantagious to that other ” man. 
Fourthly,. the Prince muſt not be 
offended with the thing he does. 
Laſtly, there muſt be ſome propor- 
| tion betwixt the work, and there. 
i ward, which he thinks to receive for 
his work, For theſe five reaſons we 
can merit nothing from- God., for 
the good we do, 15 what is due; as 
our -Sayiour Chriſt ſaith inthe ſeven- 
' .teenth of Saint Luke. When you ſhall 
| have done all thoſe things which are 
| ' . commanded you, ſay we are unprofita- 
'f - le Servants;We have done that Which- . 
| -was0ur anty t0 do. Secondly," that 
good which we-do; comes fromGod, 
and conſequently cannot merit any 
$0, OY = +7. 
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thing at Gods hands ; we offer him' 
what is his, not what 1s ours. -3.0ur 
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g00d works advantage him nothingg | 


he hath no need of our ſervice, -but 
we have need of his Grace. Fourth-, 
ly, our beſt works are imperfeR;, and 
have alwayes ſomewhat of infirmity 
in them ; finally there is no propor- 
tion between our good works, and: . 
the Kingdome of heaven; ſo excel- 
lent a purchaſe, deſerves a very ex- 
cellent price ; ſuch as is the merit of 
eur Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, | 

- Therefore the-holy Scripture faith, 
that life eternal is the gift of God, 
and not any thing acquired by our 
Merits; as the Apoſtle fayes in the 
ſixth to the Romans, The wages of 
fon us death, but the gift of God us eter- 
nal life, through our Lord feſus 
Chrift. And in the ſecond to-the E- 
phelians. By grace are you ſaved 
through faith, and that not of your 
ſelves, it © the gift of God, not of 
works, leſt any one ſhould boaſt. There. 
fore is it, that God calls us bis chil- 
dren., and conſequently heirs A ” 

| it 
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67 A Reſolution of Doubts. 
*o PP o'g' i 4 rs 
- . faith Saint Paz/ inthe eighth of the 


- | Romaxs, To the end that we may. 
-  know'that we ate poſſeſſors of the 
_  Kingdome of heaven, not by any ac- 
uifition that we have merited, but 
as childrerand legitimate airs; who- 
lover pretends to purchaſe Paradiſe 
' His nerits, renounceth the title of 
-hild., -to become. mercenary, anda 
purchaſer. [There are ſome whoto 
 ſweeten the matrer ſay, that we me- 
riethrough the Grace of God, and- 
that tis God who gives us the grace' 
to merit. An abſurd,& incompatable. 
aſſertion, for tis that very grace of 


-.. God, which keeps us from meriting; | 
it being certain, that one of the chief. 


cauſes which hinders our works from . 
being meritorious, . is becauſe they 
proceed from the grace of God; how 
ſhall they meric towards God; fince 
they are his works > Wherefore the 


> Apoſtle in the firſt chapter to the 


Rdmans, placeth theſe two things as 
incompitable, ſaying, If it be by 
grace , it u nomore by works, other- 
wiſe Grace is no loxger Grate ; yo 

| 2 
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--I confeſs the: holy mea layes, "A 
that God rewards our-good 'works;' * 


and that great-is our'reward in hea-: 0 
ven, and +that even a' glaſs of. cold: 


water ſhall have its ſalary; but this: 
ſalary is an unmericed falary, like the. 
ſalary -which a Father gives unto 
his Son, when he gives him a-new 
ſure: for. having written ſome hand- - 
ſome- lines; the which the' Father 

does, not for that the work doth 
deferve it, but for that *he ishis 
Son ; for God accepts the perſon be- 


| fore-the work, and rewards. our: 


works,though they be-mean and un-+ 
worthy , becauſe we are his Chil- 
dren, - 

Te is -no. wonder then if in the 
Church of Rowe, men profeſs to. 
doubt of their ſalvation; for it is 
impoſſible to build a firm aſſurance, 
upon-ſo bad a foundation as our own 
mexits , the which we ought rather 
to ground uponthe promiſe of God, 
1n- Thrit Jeſus our Lord: 

We 


" "68 AReſolutionof Doxbte, 
We will then conclude with the A- 


©. PoſtleSaint Pax/,in the third:chapter' 


to the - Romans , verſe the ewenty- 
fourth and tweutyeighth,” Being ja- 
 ſtified freely by his Grace, through the 
redemption that is in Feſuws Chriſt; 
therefore we conclmde that a man is 
juſtified by faith, withont the deeds 
of the Law: by which works he does 
not onely underſtand, thoſe which 
aredone by. Infidels, and the unre» 
- "Senerate; but thoſe alſo which were 
done by eLbrabham when he believ- 
ed, and which was imputed to him 
for righteouſneſs ; and thoſe which 
D.vid did, when hs ſayes/in the 32 
Pſalm, Bleſſed is he whoſe unrighte- 
ouſneſs is fergiven, and whoſe j;n is 
covered : as the ſame is expounded 
in the fourth to the Romans. 

Tis true, that before men we are 
juſtified by works, that is to ſay,, 
known to be juſt : for men &iſcern 
not our faith, and fo Saint James in 
in his ſecond chapter teacheth , that 
. Abraham was juſtified by his works ; 
bur he was not juſtiked by thac 
means 


T 
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means' before God, as Saint Paxul 
reacheth in the fourth to the Romans 
and ſecond verſe. For sf eAbraham 
were juftified by works, he hath where- 
of to glory, but not before God, We 
will 'end this diſcourſe by what the 
ſame Apoſtle ſayes inthe ſecond to 
the Galatians , and ſixteenth verſe, 
Knowing that a,man is not juſtified by 
the-works of the Law, but by the faith 
of. Feſus'' Chriſt , we have believed in 
eſus Chriſt that we might be juſtified - 
by the faith of Chriſt, and not by the 
works of the Law ; for by the works of 
the law ſhall no fleſb be juſtified; and 
in. the ſecond to Timethy, the' firſt 
chapter, :whohath ſaved us, apd cal- 
led ueWith a holy:calling,not according 
t0 0ur works, but according to his ow 
purpoſe and grace which was given 
ms in Chriſt Feſu«, before the world be- 
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Of the works of ſupererta: 


gation. 


*T*HE works of ſupererrogation 


& arean heightof pride, and'mas 
mifeſt impiety ; * the "Apoſtle Saint 


Zames laysin his third chapter,z/+ are 


all of us fanlry in many things. * Atid 
Solomon inthe ſecond book of Kings, 
the eighth chapter; ſayes, Ame 
'commar ſin, and m the twentyfourth 


"of Proverb; The juſt "ar f ally ſever 


times a'day, that'is to fay; funidry 


"times. The Apoſtle Saint. Palin the 


ſofenth 6P the Rejres, frye, He dv 


the evil Which he wonld. not'do, at 


that fin dwels im him : wherefore 
the Apoſtles wete taught by Jeſas 
Chriſt to ſay dayly, Forgive #s onr 
T & aſſes,;, , whence it appears, that 
th Foot righteous amongſt meer 
men, fayle in many things , anddo 

not 
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. A Reſoliurionof Donbrt., 70... :; 
not perfectly accompliſh the:-Lawof - 


Oaithe ner Baa y, the Church of 
Rome ceacheth:;, that man :may noc 
onely fully accompliſh the will of . 
God, but that many men, do more 
good works then God hath- com- 
manded,and are more righteous then 
God- would have them tobe ; ſuch 
good works, moreperfed, and more 
excellent then God bath, command. - 
ed, are thoſe which are/called works 
of ſapererrogation, and councels of 

_ perfeRion;which a'man is not bound 
to'do, and for the.not doing where- 
of he is not puniſht ; but if he doth 
thety, he acquires x greater degree of 
plory i in Paradife, the-the common 
ſort/of Saints; who having:doneno- 
thingbut what God commands, have 
onely' eternal. life for their reward); 
ſuet-an aR is; perperual Virginity, 
Mratyrdome, the-giving of all what 
a man hath-to the-poor, monaſtical 
Vowes of Obedience ; ;- P_neny and 
A; 

L '"ThisDo@ritie- to- boot with the 
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. 72 A Refolntion of Doubts. . 
__impiety thereof, ſins againſt com- 
mon ſence ; for God in his law com- 
mands that we ſhould ſerve him, and 
love him with all our heart and all 
. nr might : if thenany one do more 
then God:commands in his Law, he 
ſerves and loves God with 'morethen | 
- all his might; which is as much as 
to ſay, he does more then he can do- 
The Apoſtle in the fourth ro'the 
Philippians, commands that We give 
ony ſelves to all that is pure, and righ. 
"reous and toall vertne; if then theſe 
- works of ſupererrogation be pure 
_ vertuous,, they are command- 
Ed; S.; 4.1.4 
If thoſe that have the power to do 
works of Supererrogation, have the 
power to do them, is it not God 
_ that give them that power 2-and if 
God bath given it them;, is it; not 
that they ſhould make uſe thereof 
to his ſervice ? they then are bound 
to do theſe works; and therefore 
they are no longer works of ſuperer- 
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ſhall finderchatchefe who boaſt to do 
more then God would have them to 
doe,or then he commands them,thinl 
they are more righteous thenthe Ar. 
gels; for the whole;perfection of An« 
gels cofſiſt in doing the will of God, 
and not in:doing more then he com- 
mands: as it"is. ſaid. in” P/a/m 103, 
Bleſs the Lord yee his Angels that 
excell in;ſtrength, that doe his Com- 
mandments;” hearkening anto the' voice 
of bis -word.' Bleſs the Lordall yee his 
Hoſts, 'yee Minifters of hight do his 
pleaſure. | 

, Nay, I, will affirm, that all the 
righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chrift as far as 
coricerns his Humanity, did confiſt irs 
nothingelfe, fave in doing the will of 
God. Therefore he fays i the ſixth 
chapter of St Fohn, I came down from 

Heaven, not to.doe mine own will, but 

thewill of him that [ent me. And in 
the tenth £6 the Hebrews'; -Do 7 come 
to doe thy will, O'God) Thus theſe men 
with their works of faper-errogation, 
would be more juſt and' righteous 
then Jeſus Chriſt. 


E - Al 
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. Alſo indoing theſe works of ſuper- 
errogation,' they muſt neceſlarily-ei- 
ther doe Gods will or their own: but 
they doe not Gods will,. becauſe they 
fay theſe are works: which God bath 
not commanded them'to do; they are 
then works of their own will : And 
dare they ſay that their own will is 
more perfe& and excellent then the 
wil of God? and how comes it.to paſs 
that perpetnal Virginity, Martyrdom, 
or Monaſtical| vowes, ſhould: be bet- 
ter then Gods commandment, to love 
God with all ones heart ? ſince to 
love God is alwayes good, holy, and 
neceſſary : when ſingle life , or Mar- 
tyrdome are: blameable, if they bee 
done without the love of God. The 
tove of God is always good and holy; 
but theſe other things may be: done 
out of Hypocriſle, diſpaire, or ambitt- 
on; and are only ſo farr good, as they 
tend to the love of God. Martyrdom 
is a good and holy thing; butit is then 
when God cals us, and obligeth us 
thereunto : for to run unneceſſarily 


chereupon, is raſhrel(s, but when God 
oblt- 


A Reſolution of Donbrs, »y 
obligeth us ſo far thereunto, as we 
cannot ſhun it without denyall of our 
chriſtian Faith, *cis then a thing ne- . 
ceſlary, and which is expreſly com= 
manded us in the Goſpel. Irwould 
bea wicked thing for him that hath 
many children, to. give all that he 
hath co the poor. The vow of never 
marrying is oft times a ſnare, and an 
occaſion of offending God , and a 
kindler of leud deſires : fo farr are 
theſe things from being better then 

what God hath commanded. l 
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CHAP. 11. 
Of the ſuperabundant ſatis- 


faGtion of Saints and 
Fryers, which thePors 
diStributes by bis Indul- 


| gences . 


F TY at EY —_ 


He Church of Ree holds, That 

there are divers Saints, who have 
not ſinn'd much, yet have ſuffered 
very much ; and conſequently have 
undergone more puniſhment then 
their ſins have deferved : *Tis this 
ſuperfluity which they call ſupera- 
bundant fatisfaction ; that is to ſay, 
the Overpius which theſe Saints have 
paid to God, more then they needed 
to have done. Monks and Friers are 
chiefly of this ſort : For their pro- 
feſlion is to doe very much Penance 
and ſatisfaction, ſo as they have wher- 
withall to accommodate others. 

| Leaſt 
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A Reſolution of 'Danbts., #77 
Leaft this Overplus might be loſt, 
the Pope gathers it into the Treaſury 
of the Church, and diſtributes it out 
to the People by Indulgences ; and 
turns it into pay for others ; joyning 
thereunto alſo what there is of fuper- 
abundant Merit.in Jeſus Chriſt. 

*Tis certainly a bold prefumption 
to goe about to perſwade us, that 
God will accept the ſcourging, beat- 
ins, Faſts, and Pfgrimages of Saint 
Francis , or St Dominick, m pay- 
ment for the puniſhment due to the 
fins of others ; as if a Judge ſhould 
deal more favourably with a Priſoner, 
in conſideration that a friend of his 
was fcourged, or had faſted more 
then he was obliged unto. It is like- 
wiſe to accuſ2 God of injuſtice, to 
think that he hath ſent any one more 
ſufferings then his fins have deſerved; 
and to think that any ſcourgings or 
faſtings in this life can be a more then 
ſufficient ſatisfaction, is to take the 
height of fin amiſs, and not to know 
whar puniſhment it deferves: ſince 
our Saviour Chrift ayes in the fifty 

DO E' 2 at; 


m8 A Reſolntionof Doubts. 
of St Matthew, That whoſoever ſhall 
fay unto his Brother, thou Fool, ſhall 
be in danger of hell fire. And St Paul 
1n the firſt to the Corinthians, and the 
fixt chapter, ſayes, -He that ſlauders 
his Neighbor, deſerves to be excluded 
the kingaom of heaven. | 
Tf © hriſt Jeſus his fatisfaRion be 
fufficient for the puniſhment of all 
our ſins, what needs there any addi- 
tion of the ſatisfaftion of men ? ſhall 
God be twice paid for the ſame debt, 
when the firſt payment is ſufficient > 
Doe we deal worthily with the ſa- 
cred benefit of the Sonn of God, to 
Joyn it with Pilgrimages, a hair ſhirt, 
a Monks girdle, or penance, thereby 
ro make up the totall ſumme of our 
debt and fatisfation towards God ? 
though God has very largely rewar- 
ded the ſufferings of the Saints, ſhall 
that which is ſaid to be meritorious 
for them, prove fatisfatory for 0- 
thers? as if I would that the Mo- 
neys wherewith I have purchaſed a 
houſe for my ſelf, ſhould likewiſe 


ſerve to. pay another mans Debt. 
And 
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And ſhall it be lawfull to forge Arti- ' 
cles of Faith , ( for which we have 
not the Word of God ) in fo holy 
and ſo important affair , wherein our 
reconciliation with God is agitated ? 
For where tis the leaſt word. thereof 
inthe holy Scripture ? who ſees not 
that this is forged expreſly to accu- 


mulate riches, and to exalt the Popes 


Empire : who reaps great advantage 
by the large Pardons and Induigen- 
ces, and by the Jubilee, by which he 
makes the poor People come from all 
parts of Exrope to Rome, to purchaſe 
Remiſtion for their fins ? which is one 
of the points wherein he doth mot 
extend the power of his Dominion, 
and makes himſelf be highly reſpe&- 


ed amongſt men. 


E would fain know who hath put 
theſe the Saints ſufferings into the 
Popes Treaſury > when this diſtri- 
bution did firſt begin > how ſhall we 
be aflured that God will take this 
for good and current payment? 
wherefore had not the chief Prelates- 
E 4 2 


Yo A Reſolationof Donbts. 
inthe Old Teſtament ſuch Treafuries, 
wherein to lay up the ſuperabundant 
fufferings of Noah, Abraham , and 
Afeſes? or why did they ſuffer ſuch 
ſurplufage to be loſt by il|-husbandry? 
wherefore did Jefus Chrift and: his 


Apofiles forget to ſpeak'of this Trea- 


ſure, or of one mans making fatisfa- 
Qion for another ? certainly St Pant 
was ignorant hereof, when he ſaid in 
the fixt to the Galatians, Zet every 
ene bear his own burthen. Orif a man 
who needs but 19000 years pardon, 
purchaſe pardon for 200000 years, 
{the which may eaſily be had every 
day at Rowe) what will become of the 
hundred eighty one thouiand years 
pardon , which he hath no need of ? 
certainly theſe are things which ſtink 
when they are touched, and wherby 
\ Chriſtian Religion is horribly corru- 
pted. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. 12. 


Of the reall Preſence of the 
Body of our Saviour in 
 #he Sacrament, and of 
Trenſubſtantiation. 


ST FF Erec none of all theſe before= 
named Abuſes. praiſed ini 
the Church: of Rowe, the fole errout: 
of Tranfubſtantiation were enough to- 
drive-any one from thence; that had: 
care of his falvation.. Since the: Holy 
Scripture declares in the firſt of the 
Corinthians and the ſixt, That no 1do- 
later ſhall enter into the Kingdome of 
heaven: Now, can there be a greater 
piece of Idolatry, then for a man to 
call a bit of Bread his God, and Savi- 
our * Then to- adore a God that is: 
made by words ?: a God that may be: 
| ftoln>a God which may wax mouldy, 
and. be caten:by Worms ? thoſe words: 
E 5 of. 


2 A Reſolution of Donbrs., 
of eating God, elevating God, and 


| 
carrying of God in proceſlion , are | 
expreſſions able to make'a mans hair || 
ſtand anend , whereby God is great- || * 
ly difhonoured, and Chriſtian Reli- | 
gion made an opprobie to Pagans and | 
Infidels. There is nothing ſo ſcanda- Þ * 
tous as. theſe penitentiall Canons of | 
the Romtiſh Church, and the ſubtil- || 
ties of the Maſs, which are found in | * 
the Maſs-books ; where order is ta- || 
ken what ſhould be done, if it ſhould || * 
ſo fall out, as that || 

Canon peniten- the Miſe ſhould ſteal |} * 

rialis 39, away, oreat the bo- || 

dy of our Lord; or 

if Worms were: gotten thereinto ; ar 

if the Prieſt through any Infirmity 
ſhould vomit up-his God. Alſo when 
one ſhall ſee a Jew pourtrayed before 

the Church of the B:illiettes at Pars, 

who with his knife wounds the Hoſt, 

whence Rivers of blood:tſfue out; he 

then throws it into a cauldron of boi-- 

ling water,wherein the body of Jeſus 

Chrift is viſibly ſeen to ſtand boyling 

jo mn. that. caulgron.. Theſe: opprobies; 
1 — which 
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which -they: cauſe to be doneto the: 
body of Chriit, are much greater 
then all the ignominie he ſuffred on 
the croſs. For it1s not ſo ſhamefull 
a thing to be:crucified by men, as to 
be eaten by;:Rats, and vomited up by - 
the Prieſt ; '/and being  ſlaſhe with 
Knives, to be boyled in a Cauldron. 


| All the ignomintie our Saviour ſuffred 
| on the croſs. was for our ſalvation 


and Redemption; but this other-ig- 
nominie which they make: him under- 
So, works-not at all towards our Re- 
demption, which by his- death is al- 
ready accompliſhed. 

Moreover,if Jeſus Chriſt at the firſt: 
inſtitution of the Sacrament: did eat 


and drink with his Diſciples, it fol- 


lows by the doEtrine- of the church 
of Rome , that Chriſt Jeſus did eat 
himſelf, and drink. his own body ; 


for they will have the body to be in. 


the cup: — But that a man ſhould. cate 


his whole ſelf, and drink his body, ts 
a more miraculous thing then the cre- 
ation-of.the world; - 

Ard 
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And: yet no advantage redounds from 
ſo great a miracle, nor can it be ſaid 
that it makes for our ſalvation, thar 
Jeſus did eat himſelf, and had his head 


| _ and his feet in his ſtomach, 


To boot, that the Scripture tels us, 
that Jeſus Chritt is true Man , having 
a true humane body like ours. But 
aſſuredly,if the body of Jefus Chrift 
be in a hundred thouſand: places at 
one and the ſame time; if he- be farr 
diſtant from himſelf; ' if his whole 
body be intire-in every ſeverall crumb 
of the Hoſt , and conſequently his 
head and his feet in the famecrumb-; 
- it follows, Ifay, neceſlarily,” that his 
body is not in'any manner like''ours, 
and that conſequently he: be nei- 
ther our brother , nor yet man like 
BS. 

Adde hereunto, that it is eonfeſt 
onall ſides, that many Priefts lead 
' an unchaſte life ; whe. notwithiſtand- 
ing, after- having committed forni- 
cation, doe (if you will believe them): j 
make- Jelus Chriſt - by their words, 
and-create their Creator :. and doe a 
thng, 
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thing which” all the Saints and An= 


gels put together cannot doe ;” for 
they cannot make Chriſt, fince he is: 
already made ; even as it is impoſti- 
ble for them to make the Sun, * or 
the Moon, which have. already their' 
exiſtence ; And when all this is dotie, ' - 
the reſult-ends ina fordid Traffick, 
by which rhey , for a little Money, 
make Jeſus Chrift; and Mafles are 
fold 'for more or leſs, according to- 
the greatneſs of the provifion.” They 
carry God to fick Folks ; but ftill He 
muſt be paid for, -'For would it be 
rationalſl to make God for nothing > 
and when the Prieſt returns from the 
fick party, the people kneel down 
before the Pix, and doe adore it , 
though oftentimes there be nothing. 
in 1t. | 

When T confidered theſe things; 
E ſaid within my felf, it 'is impoſſible 
to believe this Tranſubſtanciation,, 
firice it is affaulted by ſo many rea- 
ſons, and wrapt up in ſo: many con-- 
traditions and abfurdities, unleſs. we 
be expreſly obliged. by the Word of: 
ES God, 
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God to believe it. Whereupon I con- 
ſulted the Word of God, and did at- 
tentively conſider the Inſtitution of 
this Sacrament. | 
I find there that thoſe of the church. 
of Rome , make theſe words their 
Buckler : This is my Body. But L 
doe not finde there that Jeſus Chriſt 
faid;, this is tranſubſtantiated inta 
»2y Body. We muſt then conſider, 
that in this paſſage Jeſus Chriſt doth 
inſtitute a Sacrament: and thatin the 
celebration of a Sacrament , it beho- 
ved to uſe Sacramentall words , and 
ſuch as did ſuit with the. preſent aRi- 
on. And that it is uſuall with the 
Scripture to attribute unto ſignes and 
Sacraments the names of ſuch things 
as they ſignifie: as in the following 
Verſe Chriſt ſayes, This Cup is the 
New Teftament in my Blood, which is 
ſhed for you, Luke 22.20. calling the 
Cup a Teſtament ; though a cup be 
not really a Teſtament, but is the Sa- 
crament, the ſacred Sign, for commes- 
| morationtherof, as Chril-expounded 
himſelf 
b. The 
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The miſchief arifeth from the al- 
ledging of theſe words , This is my 
Body : curtailed , _and liftned unto, 
without reciting the whole paflage;; 
where: we ſhall finde , That 7e/s 
Chriſt took. Bread, broke it, and when 
he had bleſſed it , he gave it to his 
Diſciples, ſaying, Take, eate , this is 
my Boay which is given. for you, doe 
this tm remembrance of me. By 
which words it plainly appears, That 
Ieſus Chriſt gave Bread : but it is 
not $iven till after the conſecration. ; 
therefore it was till bread after the 
conſecration. Certainly,. when Jeſus 
Chriſt faid, This is my Body ; he un- 
derſtood by This, that which he gave, 
as if he ſhould ſay, This which-1 give 
ou is my body. But the Evangeliſts 
bear witneſs, That it was Bread 
which Jeſus Chriſt gave; He took bread 
and gave it. Jeſus Chriſt fays then, 
That this Bread is his Body, and 
not that this. Bread is changed, or 
eranſubſtantiated into his Body. The 
Bread therris not in ſubſtance the bo- 
dy of Jeſus Chriſt, dur iris the —_ 
m_ 
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of Jeſus Chrift Sacramentally , and 
commemoratively ,. (as: our Saviour 
Chriſt adds ) juſt as the Cup in the 
New Teſtament inhis blood. 
_ We finde alſo that Chriſt fays in 
the firſt to the Cor. 1. 15. The cap #5: 
the New Teſtament in his blood: 
Whence it appears that this cup is not 
the blood of Chriſt; for the blood of 
Chriſt is not in the blood of Chrift,. 
therefore it is not the New Teſtament 
10 his blood. 
We finde alſo. that Chriſt fayes, 
Verſe 24- that this bread,and this cup- 
is a remembrance of him, it is not; 
then himſelf. We find alſo that Jeſus: 
Chriſt ſays, Xat: 26. henceforward 7 
- will drink n9 more of the fruit of the 
Fine , *twas then the fruit of the Vine: 
that he drunk, and not his own blood, 
And St Pax ayes, 1 Cor:11.26. :As 
often as ye eat this bread,and drink this: 
£#up, you doe ſhew the Lords death tilt: 
be come. | 
And the ſame Apoſtle in the firſt 
to the Corinthians, the tenth Chap- 
ter ſays; The bread which we break: ke 
| the 


\ 
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the communion of the body of Teſs 
Chrift. The 'Church. of Rome, gain= 
ſayes the Apoſtle, and hold that this 
is not bread, bur Fleſh : 'And that 
we do not break it, for the body re- 
rains intire ' in every crum of the 
| Hoſt, Obſerve theſe words,The Bread 
which we break : for they break it not 
till after. the conſecration ; *cis then 
{i}! bread after the conſecration. 

Therefore the Apoſtles in this Sa- 
crament ufed no adoration,which had 
ſhew'd much irreverence, if they had 
eaten, or ſacrificed the body of Jeſus 
Chritt without adoration. And by 
this means Fefus Chriſt would have 
had two cofitrary Bodies at the ſame 
rime: The one ſitting at the Table, 
ſubjeX to ſufferings, and morrtall, 
which ſpoke and moved; the other in 
the mouths and ſtomachs of the Apo- 
ftles, which was not ſubje& to ſuffer- 
ings, nor mortall, and which neither 
ſpoke nor moved. 

And fince 74das took the Sacra- 
ment with the other Apoſtles, and 


that then the Devill entred into him, 
| (as 
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(as the Evangeliſts affirm) it would 
follow that Jeſus Chriſt and the Devil 
ſhould both of them enter together 
into 74das, and that the Devil ſhould 
be the ſtronger. Where Jeſus Chriſt 
fays intbe 6 of St John ; Fhoſcever 
eats my fleſh ſhall have eternal life: 
He ſpeaks not of the eating of the 
Sacrament, for many eat thereof, and 
miſs of eternal life ; witneſs 7zdas, 
and an infinity of Hypocrites. And 
when he fayes again , If you doe not 
eat the fleſh of the Son of Man, you 
ſhall not have eternall life : He ſpeaks 
not then neither of the Sacrament, 
for many have eternall life without 
eating the Sacrament , witneſs the 
00d Thief, and many of the faithful, 
who have not means to partake ther- 
of, Wherefore Jeſys Chriſt adver- 
tiſeth us, That his words are Spirit 
and life, tothe end that none might 
underſtand theſe words carnaſly. And 
he denotes unto us, that his Blood is 
drunk by believing, and not by ſwal- 
lowing down; where he ſays in the 
{ixt chapter, verſe 35. He who be- 


lieves 
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lieves in me ſhall ever thirſt. And 
a little after, He who believes! in me 
hath eternall life : 1 am the the bread 
of Life: ſhewing thereby, that the 
Bread is taken by believing. 


Thefe conſiderations bring me. 
back again to the ſaying of Jeſus 
Chriſt, im the twelfth of Saint oh», 
where he advertiſeth us, That we ſhall 
not alwayes have him with us : which 
would be falſe, if he were alwayes 1n- 
cloſed in a wafer, and if he were made 
every day in the Maſs. To this it- 15 
anſwered, that we have not Chriſt vi- 
ſibly with us. To which I reply, That 
to have Jeſus Chriſt invifibly, is to 
have him howſoever. He. were a 
Lyar who ſhould fay,T have no-mony, 
becauſe his money 1s hid: So Jeſus 
Chriſtin the 16 of St oh» , and the 
18 verſe, ſays, A little while and you 
ſhall not ſee me, and again a little 
while and you ſhall ſee me., for 1 goe 
to my Father : and verſe-17. I am no 


more of this world, &c. 
Which: 
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- Which affertions'would be falſe, if 
Fefus Chrift ſtatd fill inthe world, 
bidden-under the form of Bread. For 
if Jeſus-Chriſt in aſcendins into Hea- 
ven, ſtays ſtill on earth,it follows that 
he is gone, and that he is not gone; 
and that aſcending into' Heaven, and 
yet not ftirring from the earth, he is 
Sone from himſelf, he is become high- 
er then himfelf, and is gone without 
ſtirring. 

All this under the ſhadow of theſe 
words, This is my Body. To the un- 
derſtanding whereof they will not ad- 
mit of St Paz/s interpretation, inthe 
firſt to the Coriathians,the Tenth and 
ſixteenth. The cup. of bleſſing which 
we bleſs , 18 it not the communion of 
 thebloodof Chriſt? the Bread which 
we break, ts it not the communion of 
the body of Chriſt? And in the firit 
ro the Epheſians, the thirteenth Verſ, 
The bread which I break tu the com- 
munion of my body. How oft is it ſaid 
in the Scripture, That we are the Body 
of Chriſt : Does it follow thereupon 
that we are Tranſubſtantiated into his 
body ? In 
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In fine, the Maſs it ſelf decides this 
 controverſie , and is clean againſt 
Tranſubſtantiation. : For: after the 
words of conſecration are pronoun- 
ced, the Prieſt ſpeaks as if he did be- 
lieve it were ftill bread. For, hold- 
ing the conſecrated Hoſt in his hand, 
he prays God, That this offering may 
be 4s acceptable to him , as the Sa- 
cerifice of Abell formerly was. What 
impiety would it be to beg of God 
_ Jeſus Chriſt might be as accep- 
table unto him, as a beaſt offered by 
Abell ? nay more, the Prieſt prayes 
God that hee will take this offering 


which he holds in his hand in good 


part for Chriſts ſake.He doesnot think 
then that he holds Jeſus Chriſt in his 
hand. And to take away all doubr, 
looking upon the bread and the wine 
as they ſtand upon the Altar, a good 
while after the conſecration, he ſays; 
That theſe are benefits, which God doth 
alwayes create, and that he doth bleſs, 
and ſanttifie them Through Jeſus 
Chriſt Is there any thing in this that 


for 


—_ 


can be ſpoken of che body of Chrift? - 
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for can it be called benefits > Doth 
Godalwayscreateit? doth God al- 
wayes enliven it? Doth God create 
the body and blood of Jeſus Chriſt, 
by or through Jeſus Chrift > They 
have theti done -cunningly to conceale 
'theſe things from the People, and to 
pronounce them only in Latine , and 
alſo ina low voice and precipitated 
manner, left they ſhould be under- 


ftogd. 
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CHAP. i3: 


Of the Sacrifice of of- the 
_ MASSE. 


(| will give a little touch likewiſe up- 

on the ſacrifice of the Maſs. The 
Prieſt pretends to. ſacrifice the body of 
Chriſt really in the” Maſs; for the 
redemption of the living and the 
dead, If thisfacrifice be good, it muſt 
be Jeſus Chriſt who. hath inſtituted it. 
For who would be fo hair-brain'd as 
to' offer up unto God in ſacrifice the 
very ſon of God, who is one and the 
fame God with him, unleſs God hath 
commanded ? tis herein rhar I chieſty. 
found the Doors of the church of 
Rome weak. For I have oft times ſum- 
moned&them, and cal*d upon them to 
ſhew meany paſſage i in the Word of 
God; wherein they are commanded to 
ſacrifice the body of Teſus Chriſt : but 
they could never ſhew me any thing 
concerning it. Some 
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© Some fay that Jeſus Chriſt ſaid, 
Doe this. That is, ſay they; Sacrifice 
-y body: But this ts but their inven- 
tion. Others ſpeak of ſome paſſages 
of the Old Teftament, where God 
ſpeaks of the Sacrifices of the Chri- 
ftian Church; but they-alledge no 
- paſſages, which ſay that theſe Sacri- 
Kices, are the'Sacrifices:of the body af 
Chriſt in the Sacrament;;. Others ſay, 
that Jeſus Chriſt ſaid, Zhis4# my body. 
But grant that it ſhould þbe.the body 
of Jeſus Chrift in che ſame ſenſe that 
they underſtand it; yet the ſaying, 
This is my body, is no command to 
facrifice that body;ithen:ſaid I; unto 
my ſelf, ſhall I afsiftin a facrifice: in- 
vented by Man ?. and the facrifice:of 
the death of Jeſus Chritt being ſuffi- 
cient, what more' need is there of 
facrifizing him again ? where in the 
whole inftitution of ithe ſholy Sacra- 
ment of the Lords Supper, is there 
any the leaft-inkling of the ſacrifice of 
the Lords body, ſince Chrift preſents 
nothing to God ? he elevates no Hoſt, 
ſpeaks not of ſacrificing, nor w_ 

: e 
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the "Apoſtle make any Adoration; 
which 15 a neceflary ation. in all Sa- 
crifices, and chiefly in a' Sacrifice new- 
ly inſtieuted, rhat it may ſerve for an 
example and rule in time.to cone... 
This being as'clear as'day, the cal- 
ling of thePrieſts of Romer fals neceſſa- 
rily to the- ground, and is of no uſe: 
For-'they are ex preſſy eftabliſh'd to 
be- the 'Sacrificers of * the body of ' 
Chriſt; which is Ray CHO, | 
never eftabliſh*d by Jeſs Chriſt, nor 
praiſed by the Apoſtles; and where- 


| of there is not any one word in all 


the New Teſtament: And yet theſe 
are they-whicl queſtion others con- 
cerning their" cal ng. The Word of 
aſtors, DoQors, and 
Miniſters ; but where is there any 
word fof the Sactificers'of the body 


of Chriſt? withour the ' effuſion of 
© Blood ( fayes the Apoſtle inthe Nintt 


ro the Hebrews) there 7s no remiſſion 
of ſn, But the church of Rome terms 
the Maſs an-unbloody Sacrifice, and 
fays that the blood is not ſhed out of 
the Veins of the body. The Maſs 

mo then 
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then ſerves not for the remiſlion of 
fins. If the blood doe not ftirr from 
under the ſpecies, it 1s not then ſhed 
from under the ſpecies;for all effuſion 
15s motion. | | 
The ſame Apofſlle in chapt: 10.ſays, 
By one Offering he hath perfetted: for 
ever them that are ſanitified. Lo here 
one ſole Oblation, and the efficacy 
thereof for ever; and to exclude the 
reiteration thereof, he ſaithin the 10 
Verſe, Fe are ſandtified through. the 
offering of the body of feſwms Chriſt 
once for all. And.it 1s a thing greatly. 
conſiderable, that the ſubject. of the 
Epiſtle tothe Hebrews, -being to treat. 
chroughly of the _Prieſt-hood of the, 
chriſtian church, ſayes not one word) 
of the ſacrifice of the Euchariſt; nor 
doth it ſpeak at all of the Sacrament 
of the Lords ſupper. BEES 5 
The height of, Impiety is , that 
they make the Maſs more excellent 
then the death of Jeſus Chriſt ;. for 
the Apoſtle telsus of two, Sacrifices, 
whereof one is the ſacrifice of Aron, 
the other the. ſacrifice of 7Melchi/e-; 
dec, much more excellent then _ 
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of Aaron : The one bloody,the other 
not bloody.” ' Now in the church of 
Rome they hold that the Maſs is the 
ſacrifice of ' Melchiſedec ; but they 
place the death of Jeſus Chriſt in the 
rank of 'Azrons ſacrifices, as being a 
bloody acrifice. By this means the 
Prieft doth a better ation in the Maſs 
then Jeſns Chriſt did upon the croſs. 
And yet his death -doth alone ſuffice 
for the redemption of: Mankinde; but 
there muſt goe a. great many Maſſes to 
the drawing of one ſoul out of Purga=- 
tory; & they-muſt be paid for too: and 
after being paid for, *tis doubtfull 


whether it doe any good or no. 


- The ſacrifice of the Maſs doth in 
this appear to be null: for in all Sa- 
crifices, that which is offered muſt be 
conſecrated ; and they pretend to ſa- 
crifice the body of our Saviour,which 
cannot be conſecrated. For who can 
confecrate the: Son of God, who 1s 
he alone that doth conſfecrate_us ? 
alſo the conſecrated thing which. is 
offered in the Maſſe , cannot be the 


bread; for they hold it is no longer 
| F 2 bread: 
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bread : and'fay they ſhowd grent that 


. "it were yet bread; neither bread: nor | 


- the accidents thereof is an acceptable 
offering for our redemption. 

If finally you conſider bow: much 
the Maſs is ſcorn'd in-the church of 
_ Rome, in that Maſlesare ſaid for Hor- 
ſes and ſwine: alſo in that they are 
bought and fold ; in that theyare di- 
verfifted , ſome of them -being ſaid 
with a loud voice, ſome with a low 
voice; Maſſes in white and in Green, 
Maſſes of St Reche, and-of St Gene- 
veve, you would eafily:difcern therein | 
the ſpirit.of abuſe , and would have 
recourſe to the blood of Jeſus Chrit, 
_ .0ur alone propitiatory facri- 

Ce, 741 


CHAP. 
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CH A EL 4+ | 


Of the taking away. of the' 
CORP 


| T He taking away. of the Cp in 
| the holy Sacrament, is one of the 
boldeft things which is done in the 
' | Romiſh Church, ir being contrary to 
the expreſs Inftitutien of Jeſus Chriſt, 
and contrary to the commandment, 
and: praftice, of the Apoſtles, who. 
cave both kinds to the People. The 
inſtitution of the Sacrament is 'expre- 
fly there, where Jeſus Chriſt giving © 
the cupto his. Diſciples , fayes unto 
them, Drizk you all of this.. For, if ins. 
thefe words, Drink you all of this, het 
ſpeak only to the Paſtors of the 
church; certainly the commandment 
of eating, which: is in the why I 
line, appertains-only to Paſtors,and fo- 
in the mftitution. of the Sacrament, 
thereis-no» commandment which 'ob-" 
6 F 3 liges- 
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bread : and'ſay they ſhould grant that 


. "It were yet bread; neither bread nor 


- the accidents thereof is an acceptable 
offering for our redemption. 

If finally you conſider how: much 
the Maſs is ſcorn'd in-the churchof 
_ Rome, in that Maſſesare ſaid for Hor- 
ſes and ſwine: alſo in that they are 
bought and fold ; in that theyare di- 
verfſified , ſome of them -being ſaid 
with a loud voice, ſome with a low 
voice; Maſſes in white and in Green, 
Maſſes of St Roche, and-of St Gene- 
veve, you would-eafily diſcern therein 
the ſpirit.of abuſe , and would have 
recourſe to the blood of Jeſus Chritt, 
og 5.0ur alone propitiatory facri- 

Ee ; 
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Of the taking away of the 
CUP.'* 


TT He taking away of the Cup in 
 theholy Sacrament, is ene of the 
boldeft things which is done in the 
Romith Church, it being contrary to 
the expreſs Inftitutien'of Jefus Chriſt; 
and contrary to the commandment,” 
and: praQtice, of the Apoſtles, who: 
cave both kinds to'the People. The 
inſtitution of the Sacrament is (expre- 
fly there, where Jeſus Chriſt giving + 
the cupto his Diſciples , fayes unto 
them, Drizk you all of this.. For, if ins. 
 thefe words, Drink you all of this, he 
ſpeak only to the Paſtors of the” 
church; certainly the commandment 
of eating, which is in the preceding 
lice, appertains only to Paſtors,and fo- 
tn the mftitution. of the Sacrament, 
thereisno» commandment which '0b- 
2 Þ 3 liges 
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liges the people to take the Bread. 


And it is clear that the Apoſtles being: 
with Jeſus Chriſt, and receiving the 


Sacrament from his hands, held not 
the rank of Paſtors, but of ſheep and 
Difciples : ithey received then rhe Sa- 
crament as Diſciples. . _ | 
And when Iefus Chriſt ſaid , Do 
this in remembrance of me; did not he 
command his Diſciples to -do_ the 
ſame to the People which -he did to- 
them ? He then commanded-them to- 
give unto the People both the Bread. 
and Wine. ag | 
The Apoſtle St Pax/ underſtood it 
thus in '1 Cor. 17. where he ſays unto 
the people, Let a man examine him- 
felf, and ſo let him eat of that Bread,, 
and armk of that Cup.. It 1s evident 


that this commandment of eating and. - 


drinking is made to thoſe who ought. 
co examine themſelves. Bur all peo- 
ple ought to try, and examine their 
conſciences., Ergo. Moreover ,. the. 
beginning of this Epiſtle witneſſeth 
that it 1s written tO all the faithfull: in. 
Corinth. 
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It is very conſiderable that 'in this; 
the Church of Rome ſeews exprelly to 
deprive the people of eternal life. For 
v/hereas Je Chriſt ſays in the ſixth 
of St Zobn, Verily,verily, TI ſay unto 


you, except. you eat the fleſhof the Son of 


man, and .arink, his blond, you have no 

life in. you, The church of Rome 

holds that theſe words are: ſpoken of 

the.Sacrament of the Euchariſt; which 
| if:t beſo, itis evidertihat in-taking 
away the. cup from the people, they 
deprive them of eternal life, For 
Chriſt ſays, Vnleſs you drink my 
bloyd: you ſhall nut: have eternal life. 

They plead for their excuſe, that 
the bloud-hes inthe Hoſtea, "and thar: 
he who takes the body ,. takes there- 
with all the bloud. Fo-which we an- 
ſwer , That co take the bloud thus in 
the Hoſtea ; 1s not. to drinkthe bloud: . 
Buc our. Saviour Chriſt ſfaies in-expreſs- 
Fords , Except ye arivkh,, &c. For 


| 


lows: down the Hoſtea ,, the other 


if to.take: the Hoſtea,, be to drink ,- 
*rwill follow: that the Prieft drinks . 
twice in the Maſs; once when he-ſwal.. 


time: 
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time when he drinks -of the cup. Þ * 
They alleadg aifo ſome other paſ- 
ſages of Scripture, - wherein the 
| breaking of bread: is ſpoken of , but 
no.mention made of the cup. Tan- 
fwer, Thatas inthoſe paſſages' it is 


not faid the people took the cup-; fo | 


neither is it faidtharche Paſtors took 
ir. If thenit beto be gathered from 
theſe-paſſages; that thepeople are not 
dound ro take the cup; "it may alſo be 
m#athered that the Paſtors are not ob- 
tiged thereunto. Te is the uſual 

of Scripture , and the praftice 


+; men to fay., I did ear with ſuck a- 


one; without - mentioning drinking, 
$6 in the ſecond of Sammel,the fourth 
chapter,”itis ſaid; that ephiboſherh 
did eat bread at: Davids table. Dottx 
it follow thereupon: that -he did nor 


drink > The form of celebratingrhe' | 


holy Supper, ought-not to be-takert 
from the paſlages in which. 'itis men- 
_ tioned by way of diſcourſe, but from: 
thevery inſtitution.and formal«com- 
mandment of the Son:of God: 

The riſe and original of thisabufe 
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comes-from prideand ambition : for 
by this means the Clergy'raiſe/their 
dignity. above; that of "the people 
whom they have excluded from half 
the Sacrament , and make themſelves 
companions to Kings, who have that 


_ of common with Prieſts , that they 


communicate- in both kinds: The 
Pope hath the particular priviledge of 
ſucking -the Wine -out -of -the © cup, 


through a Reed of Gold. 


Andin effe&R, thoſe who have read 
and examined the Ordinance of the 
council of Couſtance in the Thirteenth 
Seffion, cannot doubt but that theſe 
Men doe direQly bandie againſt God. 
For thoſe Venerable Fathers acknow- 
ledge that the Lord did inſtitute the 
Sacrament in: both kinds; and did ſo 
adminiſter it to all, and that it was 


| thecuſtom of the ancient Church ſo 


to doe; yet they declare that the 
Church hath had reaſon to take away 
the cup from the people, and con- 


 demn them as Hereticks who affirm 


the contrary, even to the delivery of 


them up to the ſecular power. This 


Vene- 


WES 
4. Ln 


I VE”. 
EY " 
+&*s 
a5 . 


ry 
PE Is, : 


3-4 


| Ic6 A Reſolution of Donbts.. 


' Venerable -Council miſe'd but-a little | 


* of calling Jeſus Chriſt Heretique, 
and of ſending him to ws Pn 


ti0n. 
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